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To Beauty's fierce dec re 
All Mankind their Homage pay; 
But ſoon, alas! its Pow'r decays, 
A ftrang, but fbort+liv'd Blaze; 
While Wit and Virtue will maintain 
An unconteſted, laſting Reign. 
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ADVERTISEMEN T. 
HEN Texpected to hear that 


W this Novel was printed, my 


Bookſeller ſent me fourteen Volumes of 
Novels, &c. all with pompous Dedi- 
cations ; ſome to Noblemen of the firlt 5 
Rank; and in a Leitet told me, that 4 
Dedication was abſolutely neceſſaty to 


introduce my Performance in a proper 85 
Manner, and defired me to peruſe Hart 
he had ſent, and ſtrike out ſomething | 
I.” A ſtrange Requeſt to a We... 5 
bg KY; man- 


on ' fines, is not. to examine into the Truth 


"hi m ö 

man in her fixtieth Year! and ſtranger 
ſtill to me, who always hated, deſpiſed, 
and ſeldom read Dedications, The 
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vile Flattery, and ſlaviſh Adulation, of 
Authors, always put me in Mind of the 
Characters given to the. Dead in News- 
papers. The Friends of the Deceaſed 
write (or, if they happen to be igno- 
rant, pay for the writing of) an extra- 
ordinary good one. The Printer's Bu- 


of it; he only regards the Danger of 
Scandal, from which he is doubly ſe. 
mw by Death. 51 Flattery. T hue 
extenſive Charity go the Miſes, to the 
Voluptuous Tetfiperance, and to the 


* who neither tres prac- 
tiſed 


we 77 
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tifed one Virtue, every good Quality 
that human n is yo of in- 
heriting. | 
Notwithſtanding all this, 1 deter- 

mined to read all the Materials recom» 
mended to me; and firſt. pitehed upon 
the Marriage -Act. I read the Dedi- 
cation; but, as I really believe there 
may be a Virtue of Heart, and Ability 
of Head, not in the Poſſeſſibn of the 


noble Patron, nqr any other Nobleman, 
Gentleman, Merchant, &c. Lgave over 
my Search; and happening to meet 
with a Diſcourſe on the Mete mpſycho- 
ſis, and revolving in my Mind the 
Strangeneſs of that Doctrine, I fell 


aſleep, with a Wiſh 1 t, if I muſt exiſt ? 
again upon Earth, my Life, from my 


twentieth Lear, might correſpond with | 
| Neu x 


* 
* 3 


(vi) 
Mes. Dubois's, whom : eſteem the He- 


roine of my Novel. 

As Pythagoras Wn the ee 
and ĩt was owing to him that I enjoyed 
a/delightful Dream, I dedicate my pre- 
ſent Work to bim. This clears me 


from all lucrative Views; nor will he 


require a dedicatory Stile, incompatible 
with the frank and honeſt Words I al- 
ways uſe i in Company with my Supe- 


riors; ſome of whom I highly honour 


for their my TT: and e 
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To Py thagoras, a Grecian Sage, 4 
V ork 1 15 2 ded cated.” 


T5 
v 4 ” 
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N my Sleep, as J had wifhed, T be- 

Lame Mrs. Dubois, wandering about 
the Fields in E/ex till I Was tired'; 
which, with the Heat of the Weather, 
inclined me to reſt under the Shade of 
a ſpreading Oak, on Which a Hittle Bird 
was delightfully ſinging.” 1 Titened 
with Pleaſure, till he was interrupted | 
by the Arrival of another Bird of a 


T7 


different Kind. as two vn 

As nothing WA ſtrange in a 
Dream, I was not ſurprized to hear 
them expreſs their Joy at meeting in 
articulate Sounds and plain Engliſh. The | 


A 4 Stranger, <= 


( wi 


Stranger, I found, had recounted his 
Tranſepigrations ſome Days before, and 


now. claimed the Performance of a 


Promiſe from his Friend, as he called 


the Singing: bird, to repeat the Accidents 
which had happened tochim in the many 
Lives he hadigone thro. He willingly 


complies, end began with Laying, I 
was the famed and beautiful Paris, 8on 


to Priam King of Troy, and certainly 


was the handſomeſt Man upqn Earth, 


22d the greateſt Coxcomb: I never 
| ſaw a Goddeſs on Mount La; it was 


my own Vanity that inſpired me with 


the fatal Thought of ſtealing Helen, 
the famed Beauty of Greece, from her 


f Huſband, I ſucceeded, and choſe ra- 


ther to ſee my whole Family killed, 
and 


. 


and Troy laid in Aſhes, than part with 
her. It was hut juſt that I ſhould ſuf- 


fer in the general Deſtruction of my 


Country. Her injured Huſband killed. 
me and recovered his Wife. My next 
State was wretched indeed: I became 
2 Beggar in Sparta, where my Helew 
was Queen: My Form was a perfect 
Contraſt to that I had lately worn: 
Every Limb was maimed and eroeked j 


My Back and Breaſt ſtrangely diſtott- 


ed, with but one Eye, and that a fright- 
ful Sight to behold : My other Fea- 


tures exceeded in Uglineſs all human 
Beings. . My Parents diſclaimed me: 


L was found upon a, Dungbill, from 


whence I crawled to beg Subſiſtenec. g bs 
In this Condition Ibcheld. my. Chatmeg 


often Sg or riding w ah: the King 
ner Py 5 
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(Xx) 

bet Huſpand. My Heart retained its 
former Paſſion: My Blood curdled at 
the Sight; I often fell to the Ground, and 
endured Pangs unutterable: Envy and 
Anger ſtung my Soul; yet I daily ſought 
to repeat my Agonies. The Gods, to pro- 


tract my Miſery, granted her a long Life: 


She was beautiful in Age, and at her 


Death I loſt the Cauſe of my Anguiſn; 


but, at the ſame Time, I loſt all for 
which I wiſhed to live. I ſaw the 
Preparations made for her Funeral, and 
reſolved to burn myſelf on the fame 
pile. In attempting this, I get among 
the Crowd, where I was thrown down 


and trod upon, till one more compaſ- 
ſionate than the reſt dragged me out, 


: 4 OE due me on a Dooghill, Thad loſt 


— 


1 * 
my Crutches (for duri ring this whole Life 
I had not been able to walk without 
them, I was bruiſed and wounded 
from Head to Foot ; yet there lay 
unpitied. The Rancour of my Heart 
had always been manifeſt: I was 
hated and deſpiſed, and in that mi- 
ſerable Condition heard the People ſay, 
There lies the ugly ill- natured Beggar. 
. 1 periſhed for Want, and died i in De- 
ſpair, curfing the Gods and all Man- 


a 


kind; for which, in my next State, 1 
animated a Toad: But that was of - 


47 + : 


| ſhort Continuance ; ; 1 Was killed with 


1 Stone. | 
| After chat I had Leifure Reflec \ 
tion ; almoſt two bondfed Years W was 


9 


; a Raven, Ain t that folitary State l made 
A 6 a Vow 


* 


(=) 
a Vow to honour and reverence the 
Gods, if they would clothe me again 
with a human Shape. 1 was forced to 
fly Mankind, though I loved them. 
2 They dreaded my Appearance ; and 
4 the Voice which Nature had given me, 
Was called ominous. Vet I was inno- 
cent; 1 neither foreſaw nor cauſed 
Mis fortune; Nevertheleſs, I was daily 
purſued, and at-laſt killed by a Coun- 
teyman for portending the Death of 
7Þis Wife. | 
I was after this a Phloſophes at . 
| them; I called myſelf a Stoic, and de- 
| fied Pain to afflict me; but I diſſem- 
bled, for Nature was ſuſceptible of 
that Senſation, and gave my Tongue the 
22 For this, after along Life, I be- 
came 


( xii ) | 
came an Inhabitant of the Nik; i in Fol 
Shape of a Crocodile, This grieved 
me ſorely ; I vowed again, and obtain 
ed Humanity. 


1 was ſon to a Tradeſman at Alex- 


andria : | was induftrious and fortu- 
nate in Merchandizing; I grew im- 


menſely rich, yet my Soul was not ſa- 
tisfied; My Avarice increaſed with my 


Wealth, and my Pride equalled them 


both: I reſolved to build a ſuperb Pa- 
lace; in order to eternize my. Name: | 
My Avarice ſuffered in the Expence, 


which broke my Reſt: I.roſe early to 


ſee that my Workmen came at the ap- 
pointed Hour, This, and: my dealing 


hardly with them, was the Cauſe of 


wy Death; 3 | for” one e.0f em threw a 
| | BY. | Stone 


ky 
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Stone | FER the Building upon my 
| Head and killed me inſtantly: It was 
. an Accident : I died without be- 
ing lamented: : My Houſe became a 
Stranger 8 my Wealth was divided 
among my poor Relations, whom I had 
diſowned and deſpiſed. 


The two ruling Paſſions which had 


cauſed : my Death had no Exiſtence in 


my next State; for 1 was one of the 

few Inhabitants i in the frozen Zone. No 
human Creature could live a Degree 
nearer to the North Pole. Our whole 
Buſineſs was to ſupport, Life. Bears 
"Fleſh and F iſh Was all our E o0d : Fe or 
© this we laboured in our long Day to 


make a Proviſion for a Night of ſeveral 


Months. Our Raiment was the Skins 
of 


— 


(xv) 

of the Beaſts we killed, unornamented, 
and all alike. In this cold Region the 
Paſſions are frozen almoſt to a State of 
Non-exiſtence. Life is preſerved with 
Difficulty and Danger ; yet we dreaded 
Death. It was my Fortune to freeze 
into a better Part of the Earth; for 
having ſtrayed too far from our Cave, 
the cold Air ſeized me; and growing 
ſtiff, and incapable of N Ifell 
down, and died. 1 

For two hundred Years after I kept 
my human Shape in ſeveral Occupa- 
tions ; til becoming a Carthaginian 
Pirate, my Cruelty and Rapaciouſnels | 
again drove me from the Species into 


the Body « of a a Wolf, A great Number 
GS of 


| Fa 8 xvi Y 

of us. were ſtarring; an Extre- 
- mity which alone. can make us de- 
my each other. In this indeed we 
excelled Mankind; for they devour 
one another often without Neceſſity. 
It was determined to kill the weakeſt: . 
We ran for our Lives ; J fell, and was 
a Meal. 

eb From this Time J was a a Ronan; 
= ſometimes a Soldier, ſometimes a Me- 
N * chanic, for about the Space of an hun- 


: dred Vears; when, my Induſtry and 
F Integrity gaining Credit in the City, I 
was choſe a Tribune of the People. I. 
proved an excellent Magiftrate : I. de- 
fended the Rights of the Commons 
from the incroaching Conſuls. My own 
Life was exemplary ; 1. honoured the 


— > 


— — . 
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Gods, 


(wi) _ 
Gods, and obeyed the Laws: I re- 
warded the Worthy, and puniſhed De- 
lnquents: My Reſolves were firm, and 
my Promiſe ſacred; 1 deſcended from 
the Dignity aſſumed by other Tribunes, 
and ſearched into the minuteſt Abuſes 
in Trade. I laid open the Warehouſes 
of Monopolizers, and fixed the Price of 
Proviſions, by Which Means all Impo- 
fitions wete deſtroyed, and Weights 
lic bleſſed me; I died lamented, and 
afterwards lived a King of Partbia. I 
ated as I ought a few Years; but my 
Heart was not Proof againſt the Temp= 
tations of Grandeur: I became a Ty- 
* and was murdered. That Pu *# 
niſhment 


( xviii ) 


niſhment was not a ſufficient Atone- 
| ment for my Abuſe of Power: I Was 
- condemned to live in the Earth, being 
reduced to the Infignificance of a 
| Mole. | | 
x From thence I roſe to 1 a page to to 
Livia. T enjoyed the voluptuous Plea- 
ſures of a Court, but did Penance an 
the Mountains in Wales in the Shape of 
a Goat. I once ſuffered Martyrdom 
for the Chriſtian Religion, which gained 
mo a long Receſs fro m Sorrow. 
I lived ſeveral Ages without d eviat- 
ing, till I failed in the Perſon of  Arius 
the Heretic, and ſuffered for it in the 
Body of a Camel, that travelled over 
the ſand) ly Deſerts of Arabia, where 1 
$02103161 11 | | + 
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fell a Sacrifice for the Water contained 


in my Belly. 


I have been a Jew, a Medes, 4 
C bineſe, and an Indian Bramin. I once 
was a Bear in Lapland, and from thence 
roſe a Lion in Africa, I wasa Gene- 
ral under Boadicea the Britiſh Queen, 
and a King in Scotland. 1 was a Monk, 
ignorant and proud; then a Locuſt. 
I was a Greyhound when William Ru- 
fus was killed in the New Foreſt. I once 
. hanged myſelf for Love, and was an 
Aſs twenty Vears for my Folly- 
In another Age J ſet my Heart on 
getting Money, and married an old 
Woman reputed rich; but finding my- 
ſelf deceived, I ſtrove to break her 
. Heart.; 


— 


( xx. ) 


Heart; and failing in the Attempt, I 


me, inthe Court of France, far above 


naour, 1 followed her in another Cru- 


broke my own; for which J was con- 


demned to work a whole Life in the 


; Mines of Poto/.. 


The Deceits I have practiſed, and the 
Puniſhments I have ſuffered, are innu- 
merable; ſo are my good Actions, with 
their Rewards, I went once into the 
Holy Land a Crufading, inſpired by 
Religion; for which I made a conſi- 
dorable Figure in my next Life, being 
endowed with a Capacity which raiſed 


my Equals: But falling in Love with 
one of Queen Eleanor's Maids of Ho- 


fade * a Pretence of Religion. My 
1 1. | Hypocriſy 


(xx) 


Hypoctiſy eſcaped the Detection of 


Mortals ; but was ſeen by that Power, 
who alone could inflict a Puniſhment : 
I was taken Priſoner by the Turks, and 
ſuffered a cruel Death. 


TI was once as ſtrong as Miho, and, 


like him, loſt my Life by my Pre- 
ſumption. I have been wiſe as Uly/es ; ; 
but turning my Wiſdom into Cunning, 
I ſuffered for it in the Shape of a Fox, 
and was hunted to Death. 

I have been; as proud as Targuin; * 
for that Crime was reduced to the Ne- 
oeſſity of ſtarving whole Winters, and 


living, 1 in Summer on corrupted Blood, ; 


in the hateful Form of a Bug. But 


perhaps you are a Stranger ta that 


Sort 


( xxii) 
Sort of Vermin; for they only infeſt 
the human Species. W 
j The liſtening Birdanſwered, 33 
them well; for 1 was once a General 
victorious and bold; but growing ha- 
bituated to Scenes of Horror, T loſt the 
Senſe of Pity, and wantonly ſhed the 
Blood of Thouſands, for which I was 
a Bug, a Leach, and a Flea. But 
pray reſume your Story. The other 
_ anſwered, O, my Friend! it would fill 
: a large Volume to recount the Changes 
1 have undergone. T have lived in 
| wretched Splendor, and peaceful Po- 
verty: 1 have been a Slave to ſtrong 
Paſſions, and an unfeeling Ideot. 1 have 
been modeſt when learned, , and j impu- 


1 


dent! in Ignorance. | . 
== kf 4 
I was 


{ ( xxiii ) 


I was Thomas aBecket, inſolent, proud, 


and (only to gain Applauſe) obſervant 
of religious Ceremonies. I deſerved 


my Death. The Church inflicted” ſe- 


vere Puniſhments on the Prince I in- 
ſulted ; but I ſuffered much more, be- 
ing a Drayhorſe, a Gally-ſlave, a Rat in 


the common Sewers of London; and at 


laſt my Puniſhment terminated in the 
Flames of the Inquiſition, for beitig 
ſuſpected of Judaiſm when I was really 
a good Chriſtian: One Thing even 


now pleaſes me, I am {till honoured 


as a Saint at me. | 
In one Age I have been a Court Fa; 


vorite, and in the next howled in the 
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Deſerts of Arabia. I have been a Beau, 
and covered a rotten Carcaſe with laced 


5 Cloaths, 
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ment after Death; as I had lde 


_{ iv * 
Uloaths, for which Leeecived.no Puniſh- 


on myſelf in Life. 
IT was' a Blackſmith at * Time of 


the Grand Rebellion; but 1 left the 
Anvil for the Sword. Wo acted for 


| Religion, Every Soldier had his Bible 


in his Pocket. We plundered' Houſes | 
in the Name of God: We often carried 
All the Bread from a poor Family; and 
left half a Dozen Children crying for 
Want: of it; but we were unmoved, 
aud ſang Pſalms the whole Time. I 
roſe to be a Colonel, and a great Fa- 
votite of Oliver's. I died before the 


Neſtoration, after makinga Family, that 


Bouriſheth fill; but I myſelf became a 
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Bear, hi was th at very. identical one, 
which the Rabble were baiting, when 
Hudibras rode out a Colonading, I 
was enraged to a Degree of Madneſs, 
and grew ſo fierce, that no. Keeper 
durſt approach me, for which I was 
ſtarved to Death. I roared aloud with 
Anguiſh, and curſed Mankind for their 
Cruelty, forgetting the poor Children 1 
had ſtarved. | 

In my next State, as the higheſt of 
all human Punichments, I was born to 
great Expectations, with a Mind ade- 
quate to them; but being left an Or- 
phan in my Infancy, a Chancery Suit, 
which my Guardians maintained twen- 
ty Years at my Expence, reduced me 

Vor. I. b to 
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to Poverty. I was bred a Gentleman ; 
but, when I came to Age, my whole 


| Fortune was gone, and all I had to in- 


herit was a prodigious Quantity of Pa- 
pers, which, I was aſſured, would give 
me Satisfaction. 


F bey did indeed prove, that I was 


the true and undoubted Heir to a very 


conſiderable Eſtate, which was mort - 


gaged for the full Worth, and poor 1 


not worth a Farthing. What could I 
do? Why, I applied to the Miniſter: 
He pitied, promiſed, ad ſmiled on me. 
1 ſtarved with an Appearance of Eaſe, 


til my Heart was almoſt broken; but 


got nothing till * married a deſerted 


Miſtreſs, who procured me a Place of 
F > forty 
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forty Pounds a Year. She was a De- 
vil, and plagued me fifty Vears. My 
Conſtitution was Proof againſt all the 
Calamities of Life: I was more truly 
happy than J had ever been in all my 
Tranſmigration, and died in my eigh- 
tieth Year ; a miſerable Inſtance of the 
Abuſes of Law, and the falſe Promiſes 
of Courtiers. | 

I was fated after this to live at Court, 
but in the humble State of a Turn- ſpit. 
I and ſeveral more poor Creatures fell a 
Sacrifice to Qcconomy : A Smoakack, 
required no Salary-: It ſupplanted us; 
and ſeveral Poor Salamanders were, 
turned out of our Element (a warm | 
plentiful Kitchen) to ſtarve in che in- 
clement Air. 


. 
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This killed me very ſoon; and Thave 
5 what I now am two Years; and 
really this Life is a pleaſant 'one. We 
are inflaved by no Paſſions, deceived 
by no Promiſes, nor cheated "* falſe 
Appearances. 

There my pretty ſinging Pratler 
ended his Account, and his Friend join- 
ed in acknowledging the Felicity of 
Life enjoyed by an Ehe Bird, adding, 
T have a Mate this Year who has exiſt- 
ed in the illaftrions Characters of Pha- 
raoh's Daugh ter who ſaved Moſes, and 
Semiramis, who built the famed Walls 
of Babylon, She was Aſpaſia at Athens, 
and Dido, who. built Carthage ; but 
vors chat the Roman Poet is a Lyar, 
who ſays that Eneas ſaw her in Hell; 
ba? 5 8 ſor 


( xxix ) 
for ſhe was an Eagle, and followed the 


Trojan Fleet into Traly, where ſhe be- 
came the Daughter of Numitor, and 


Mother to Romulus, who built Rome. 2 


She was Clelia, who ſwam over 
the Tyber ; and after that Portia the 
Wife of Brutus. She was Zenobia, 
the heroic Queen of Palmira or Tad- 
mor in the Wilderneſs, built by Solo- 
Her Name is {till preferved in 7, 

ma a 
She was — Hold, cried my firſt 
Charmer; do not you claim all theſe 


Honours without honeſtly telling me 
what happened to her in the long In- 
tervals between the n of theſe 
Characters. 


What 


What l to her, crys the ux- 
orious Bird? why, ſhe was always beau- 
teous, always virtuous, and always 

charming. Prove i it, ſays the other, if 
you can ; adding, But this is the Way 
of all fond Huſbands. 

Iam a reaſonable one: My Mate 
tells me, that ſhe was Sarah, ere 8 

Wife, and Ruth the Moabiteſs ; 
fur Bathſheba, Solomon's Mother; - 
riamne and Cleopatra; ; Edward 's Elea- 


nora, Jane Shore, Jane Seymour, and 
Queen Elizabeth; fince then the Du- 
cheſs of Portſmouth, Madam Mainte- 
non, the Ducheſs of Kendal; and that 
ſhe died three Years, ago. ſtarving in 
Virtue's Cauſe, after her ſeyeral. and 


grand Proſtitutions. 3 
1 | 5 R hear | 
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I hear her while I am ſinging ; for 
I always tune when ſhe begins to boaſt: 
She pleaſes me this Year, the next 
brings me a new Mate. I enjoy the 
preſent Hour, and, after the many Vi- 
ciſſitudes J have ſeen, am determined 
to perſevere in Virtue; and when I re- 
gain a human Form to preſerve it to 
all Eternity, by acting according to the 
Dictates of Reaſon. 
On ſaying this he flew away: I 
Was ſorry to ſee the Birds part in a 
Kind of ſullen Diſſatisfaction, after 
they had given me ſo much Plea- 
ſure. 12 | 

I roſe. from my reclined Situation, 
and ſeeing a Beggar at ſome Diſtance, 


I called aloud to the poor Wretch, de- | 
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figning to relieve his Wants, and after 
that to meditate at Leiſure upon what 
I had heard; but the Effort I made 

in calling to the poor Man, waked me 
from my Sleep, and I found myſelf to 


be a School-miftreſs in Bullen Court 


in the Strand. 

At firſt I was a little diſappointed 
but Reflection ſoon reconciled me to my 
Condition; for next to being Mrs, Du- 
| bois, 1 prefer the eaſy independant 
State I enjoy; and am ſage K 


— - 


ras 8 : 
| Very humble Servant, and will | 

be obedient to his future Commands, 
* . | Py. oh W. 
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'S ſome Paſſengers were preparing 
to enter a Stage Coach in Biſbop ſ. 
KN gate: ſtreet, they were alarmed by 
a warm Diſpute between a Gentleman, à 
Watchman, and a young Lady; who kur- 
neſtly begged they would permit her to go 8: 
about her Buſineſs : Her Voice was ex- 
tremely ſweet, and very expreſſi ive of the 
Terror ſhe was in. The Curioſity uf the 
Paſſengers was checked by the Coach, 
Vol. I, B wha 


2 The MM OI AS TFF 
| h deſired they would not delay Sg? 
* parrure any longer, as it was already paſt 
his uſual Time of ſetting out; he accord 
ingly prevailed on them all to take their 
Seats, and get into the Coach, except a 
little Gentlewoman in Mourning, who! felt 
ſomething more thari Curioſity ; ſhe inſtant- 
ly ſtopped ſhort, ſaying, That let the Con- 
ſequence be.what it Would, the muſt, know 


„ 4+ + 4* .- 


the Cauſe of that Woman's Diſtreſs : She 

immediately left them, and went into the 
Street, notwithſtanding the Remonſirances 
of the Coachman, who ſwore that he would 
certainly leave het. She ſtayed ſome Mi- 
nutes ; and the other Paſſengers hearing the | 
Ndiſe n followed her, and ſaw a 
Gentleman and a Watchman detaining by 
Force a beautiful young Lady, who ſtood 
between them, each having bold of one 


Arm. The Wehn had ſeized a ſmall 
Bundle 


Marranne MipbLleton. 3 
Bundle which ſhe was carrying, becauſe he 
met her running as faſt as ſhe was able ; he 
ſaid it was his Duty to make her give an 
Account of herſelf, for her Behaviour cauſed 
Suſpicion, The Gentleman ſaid, She was 
his Daughter, and had eloped from him, to 
follow a young Man whom he had dif- 
charged from his Service a few Days be- 
fore. He ſwore to the Truth of what he 
faid, and appeared ſo much concerned about 
her, that every By-ſtander was prejudiced 
in his Favour; till the Watchman, with 
equal Vehemency ſwore, That the Gentle- 
man was a Stranger to her, and would have 
paſſed by her, if ſhe had not ap plied to hifn 
for Affiſtance; a Thing which ſhe would 
not ſurely have done if ſhe had been flying 
from him. This appeared reaſonable; and 
the Lady, with a trembling Voice, affirmed 
it to be the Truth, begging that Aſſiſtance 

B 2 from 


: The Mzmorrs of 
from the Paſſengers, which the Gentleman, 


had not given her, While every one re- 
mained in Doubt, and che Gentleman was r 
gaining Ground: of - the Watchman, ho 
ſeemed: to decline ihe Piſpute, an empty 
Sedan Chair was carried by. The Chair- 
| men knew the Gentleman, and ſtood till ; 
| the firſt: Man ſaying, God bleſs your Wor- 
1 ſhip, I hope No- body has affronted your 
Waorſhip- This was an unſeaſanable , Sur- 
prize, but the Alderman had the Preſence 
of, Mind to ſay, No, no, Harry, I was only 
8 liſtening to a Diſpate 4 ſet down, and carry 
1 io me hom. They dig ſo, While he curſed 
| ; 5 der che Kindneſs. _ bi by. 1 
The Watchman was NOW. Alone 10 be 
N with; and as bis Was onl 


137 _ 


to ſecure the Bundle for mat Uſe, ng 
* „ 44+ - 

| perceiving, It was not regarded by the Lady, 

aſter ſome feigned ſroggling, with ſeeming 


Reluctance 
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Reluctance he walked off, -miucteringoſome- 
thing | like Curſs 42 nts ba 1 | 

+ The little Gentle woman was the firſt: that 
ſpoke : Her beneyolent Countenance ſhew- , 
ed that ſhe poſſeſſed a Heart replete with 
Humanity her Accent was tender, and 
her Words fo full of Pity, that the poor at- 
frighted young Creature gathered Courage 
enough to cry, O Madam, have Compaſſion 
on an unhappy Orphan. Yonder Gentle- 
man is not my Father; alas, Ihave no Pa- 
rents! the. Loſs of them has drove me to 
this Diſtreſs. I. ſeek an Aſylum from a 
cruel Guardian, who would force me into # 
Marriage, which, to my Apprehenſion, is 
worſe than Death. Protect me at leaſt this 
one Night... Here the Coachman, called to 
the - .Paſſengers, ſwearing he would, ſer out 
and leave them, The young Lane 
this, cried out, - Dear Madam, let me 8% 


1 B 3 wit -- 
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with you into the Country, noMatter where 3 
I am unfortunate, and all Places are alike 
to me. The little Gentlewoman liſtened 
. attentively, and after a ſhort Pauſe ſaid, All 
this may be true, and I hope it is, for I 
would not doubt your Integrity; I have 


felt Diftreſs, and commiſerate your Condi- 
tion; but what can I do? I am ſetting 
out on a Journey of two hundred Miles, 
perhaps never to return here again, I can- 
not take you with me upon this accidental 
Knowledge of you, and yet I feel ſome Re- 
gret at leaving you here. Poor Child, 


* + thus expoſed, what Misfortunes may attend 


you! 

Theſe Words melted her into Tears, 
which the young Lady obſerving, threw 
her Arms round her, crying, Dear Ma- 
dam! do not leave me; you have a tender 
— Heart, or . would not drop a 
10 : 8 Tear 


MaRu Mippreron, 3 
Tear for me, a poor unhappy Stranger; do 
not leave me; pray, Madam, do not. 
Here ſhe was ſtopped by the Coachman's 


Impatience; and a ſurly old Fellow a Paſi 
ſenger ſaid, It was ridiculous to make them 
all wait, while two fooliſn Women were 
whining out their Nonſenſe; and one of 
them, he would dare to aſſirm, was no better 
than ſhe ſhould. be, or ſhe would not be in 
the Streets without a Friend to aſſiſt her. 
Another Paſſenger added, Aye, and that 
little Woman's Compaſſion may be all Ar- 
tifce; the Girl is: a Stranger to her, büt 
ſhe's young and pretty. I underſtand all 
their Ways; I have ſeen the World long 
enough to be wiſe; upon this they both 
laughed, and appeared to ww cadlt n 
their Penetration. 9 19/7 19938 
| Thelittle Gentlewoman heard them, and N 
nnen! with ſome Heat, that ſhe would 
ar B 4 not 
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not travel with ſuch unchriſtian Wretches; 
and taking the young Lady by the Arm 
ſaid, Let the Event of this Affair be what 
it will, I cannot be robbed of the Satisfac- 
tion I feel in thus eſcaping from being 
penned up in the Coach with ſuch Brutes 
four or five Days together. She led the 
young Lady into the Inn, and into the 
Room which the Paſſengers had juſt quit- 
ted; the Coachman followed them, ſaying, 
She would loſe the Guinea which ſhe had 
given for Earneſt, if ſhe did not go; but 
chat the paid no Regard to, only giving 
him half a Crown, faid, Vou'll be no Loſer 
by it, Friend; I with you a good Journey. 
He left them, bowing all the Way, and 
fearing, That ſhe was the beſt N 
ever met with. 

A Lodging was the next Thing r 
to be thought of; the little Gentlewoman, 
"6 as. after 
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* 


after conſidering . a little about it, ſaid, L 


24 


believe 2 mult flay here, T o-night; 3. dare 
anſyered, | Yes, Madam, with you i may 
be a Place of Security; ; my - avaritious 
Uncle will never ſearch for me here. The 
Bell was rung, and a young Man of good 
Appearance, with a placid and benign Coun- 
tenance, entered the Room. They aſked 
for a Bed, and the little Gentlewoman was 
beginning to be particular in her Orders; 
but he interrupted her with ſaying, Ma- 
dam, you may depend on my Word ; your 


Linen ſhall be ſuch as no Lady can abject 


to, and the belt Bed in the Houſe is at your 
Service; two Ladies, who came in late, 
i in it laſt Night. | D 
He left them to giye Orders, as he 2 
ally did, ſor his Miſtreſs never contradifted 
bing bur paſſing by the Bar in a Hurry, 
T4 5 od le "the 
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| the aſked what he was going about? He 
anſwered, To bid Mary get the green Bed 
ready for the Ladies. She made no Objec- 
tion, till he added, I love the little Gentle- 
woman f for her Humanity, and the young 
Lady appears to be in real Diſtreſs ſhe's 8 
very beautiful, and Idare ſay innocent, not- 
vithſtanding ſhe's thus expoſed. He ſtayed 
no longer, for the Ladies wanted Reſt, he 
ſad, Then let them want it, the Bar Lady 
replied z] come back; as beautiful and as in- 
r nocent as the Cretur is, ſhe may lie in the 
| Street from whence ſhe comes for me. 
Mut I, that have always preſerved the 
Charakter of my Houſe, loſe it now for har- 
bouring your beautiful Night- walker. 1 
knows n more than you thinks of, let the little 

Woman make her Markets of her. 
The diſappointed Drawer would have 
Spoltolne, but he, was prevented, and 
called 
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Maxianne MipplETox. 11 
called an eaſy Fool; at the ſame Time 
ſhe gave a peremptory Command to turn 


them Creturs out of Doors, and lock up 


the Houſe. All this paſſed in the Ladies 
Hearing; they were both greatly ſheeked at 
the Thought of being turned into the Street; 
but the little Gentlewoman concealed her 
Fear, and with an Alacrity, which at other 
Times was natural but now aſſumed, ſaid, 

Don't be cerrified, dear Miſs, nor concerned 
at yonder Wretch's calumniating Tongue; 

her Countenance i is the Picture of Envy, her 
Employ teaches her Avarice; we have 


ſpent no Money in her Houſe, and ſhe has 


heard a handſome young Fellow call you 


beautiful; there? s nothing ſtrange in her 
ee it is the natural Effect of ſuch 


inan 


Cauleb i in a low Mind. 
While ſhe was ſaying this, the enraged 
Dame entered the Room, and with a furiobs 


B 6 Inflex- 


09 


12 The Meno s of 
Inflexibility, ordered their immediate De- 
parture, threatening to call the Watch if 
they delayed a Moment. Miſs trembled at 
her Menaces ; but. the little Gentlewoman 
roſe up, and, with as much Dignity as her 
little Perſon was capable of aſſuming, ſaid, 
Jes, Madam, we will go; for if we tra- 
verſe the Deſarts of Arabia, or encounter 
the Libyan Sands in a Whirlwind, or 
Northern Bears on a Mountain of Snow, 
| we ſhall only encounter natural Conſequen- 
ces but the Depravity of Mind, and ac- 
quired Cruelty of a human Brute, furpaſſes 
Nature. Thus far Rage carried our little 
Lad yz. but ſhe could no longer continue the 
Scene, for her Arm was ſeized with great 
Moolence by her Enemy, whoſe maſculine 
Strength was irreſiſtible: She was hurried 
{0 the Door, 5 and puſhed into the Inn- 
Mad, for the Room was a Parlour in the 
ul | " ard 
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Yard where Paſſengers generally waited for 
the Coach, The young Lady followed her 
weeping, and the Door was ſhut upon them, 
Here our little Heroine' s Courage failed her; 
the Yard was dark; ſhe. did not know her 
Way out of it; and, to encreaſe their Ter- 
ror, a large Maſtiff Dog began to bark fu- 
riouſly. She was almoſt humbled enough 
to beg Admittance again into the Houſe, 
when a Door opened, and a female Voice 
ſaid, Pray, Ladies, walk in here; Thomas 
is gone for a Coach, he ſlipp'd out while 
my Miſtreſs was ſcolding, and bid me open 
this Door, but I durſt not bring a Candle to 
light you in, pleaſe to give me your Hand. 
Thus the Ladies were extricated out of a 
frightful Dilemma, and waited ſecurely for 
the Coach. The little Gentle woman began 
to extol the Goodneſs of T bomas ; the Wo- 


man joined her, ſaying, Indeed, Madam, 


be 


, GU, 2644404) 
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he is 15 the beſt Creature in the World; we 
could not live i in the Houſe but for him 3 
he ſtrives to make us all caſy, and my Miſ⸗ 
tres ſeldom contradicts hit: I think the is 
mad To-night. By this Time the Coach 


came; the Maid was diſmiſſed with half a 


Crown for her Trouble, and Thomas guided 
the Ladies into the Street, where, by the 
Light of the Lamp, the little Gentlewoman 
obſerved as much Joy in his Countenance as 
1f he had ſaved a dear Friend from drown- 
ing, or any other accidental Death. Her 
Purſe was in her Hand, ſhe took out half a 


Guinea, and deſired him to accept of it; 
| but, to her great Surprize, his Appearance 
of Joy vaniſhed, he looked both concerned 


and diſappointed, while he refuſed it, ſay- 
ing, Pray, Madam, excuſe my not accept- 
ing it, I would not be thought to have acted 


on ſo mean a Principle, 1 am not yet fo 
21k | ſordid 
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fordid as to forego the Pleaſure of doing a 
Kindneſs without expecting a Reward :. 
Lou have been treated with great Cruelty 
To-night, but all People are hot Savages. 
He bowed, and was leaving them (for they 
were in the Coach) but the little Gentlewo- 
man deſired to know his Name, ſaying, Per: 
haps I may find a Time to reward ſuth un- 
common Virtue. He anſwered,” Thomas Beli 
is my Name; the only Reward I with to 
receive, is to hear that no Misfortune hap- 
| pens to you this Night; ; but I muſt g. 
His abrupt leaving them was occaſioned by 
the Maid's calling him, in a low Voice, to 


come in that Moment. ks 


*s..- Silence of ſome Minutes enſued, till 
the Coachman's Patience was exhauſted, f 
and he wittily cried 'out, Walt you pleaſe, 


Ladies, to go any farther ? This cavalier 


ory cauſed the little Gentlewoman to 18. 
collect 
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collect, that his Thoughts were not employ- 
ed about the Reward of Virtue but the Re- 
ward of Labour. She bid him drive to 


Temple-Bar x inſtantly he ſet out, and driv= 


ing down Threadnegale- Street near to, the 
Bank, his Coach preſſed upon a corpulent 
Gentleman who was put into ſome Danger. 
The Ladies ſaw it, and ſcreamed. The 


young one, in particular, very diſtinctly 


Eried out, Oh! the Gentleman will be killed! 


As ſhe ſpoke, he looked up, and ſhe diſco- 


vered the formidable Countenance of her 


cruel Uncle. He called to the Coachman, 


bidding him ſtop; but the little Gentle 
woman, 
Quick to adviſe by an Emergence preſt,” 


Via him drive on as faſt as poſſible. That 
| Moment the old Gentleman began to Cry, 


þ Murder ! but his Voice was ſtopped inſtan- 
hoes and the Ladies eſcaped, They ſaw 


feveral 


Marianas Minpr Eon. 17 


who paſs'd them without ſuſpecting they were 
the Perſons who cauſed the Outcry. It was 
ſore Minutes before che young Lady recor 
vered from the Fright this Accident had 


thrown her into; but the little Gentle- 


woman ſuppoſed, it was her Uncle from 
whom they were flying, as indeed It was, 
He had been at a City Feaſt, and, exceeded 
his uſual Hour of returning home. They 
reached Temple- Bar in a little Time; for 
the n Grave furiouſly, and, was well re: 


dad, We muſt walk into the Strand, to 
elude the Search that probably will be made 
after you: Miſs thanked her for the Precat- 


tion, ding, She was incapable of nd 


for herſelf. 
When the Coach was out of Sight, * 
45 back into Chance. Lane, and knoc * 
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feveral Watchmen haſtening to his Relief, 


"_ 


The little Gentlewoman - 
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at the Door of a Gentleman's Houſe: A 
Servant opened it, and the little Gentlewo- 
man ſaid, Is your Maſter gone to Bed? He 
had uo Time to anfwer; for the Parlour 
Door was open, and his Maſter coming in- 
to the Paſſage, he heard her Voice, and was 
ſurprized at bet ſudden Return ; for he had 
waited on her to the Inn, and at her own 
Requeſt left her A little before the Diſpute 
was heard. IIe faluted her by the Name 
of Dubois, adding, I hope no Misfortune 
has ottafiohed your Return. She anſwered, 
No, Sir, but an Accident, which will never 
Gall a Misfortune, whatever the Event may 
prove. The Gentleman, whoſe Name was 
Ek,” conducted them into the Parlour; 
tity were ſcarcely ſeated, before he fixed 
his Eyes on the young Lady. Her Beauty, 
Innocence, and Diſtreſs, joined to attract his 


„ 


Attention and Compaſſion. Mrs. Dubois was 
3 


18 
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ſpeaking, but he heard her not. The Im- 
pulſe of Humanity had ſeized his Heart: 
He neglected his Friend to ſay, Can I 
ſerve this young Lady, I feel an anxious 
Deſire to do it. Permit me, Madam, to 
participate in the Pleaſure which the good 
Mrs. Dubois appears to enjoy in being ſer- 
viceable to you. This Profuſion of Kind- 
neſs quite overcame her ; ſhe acknowledg'd 
their Goodneſs with Tears and broken Ac- 
cents : Theſe were emphatic, and well-un- 
derſtood by congenial Souls. Mrs: Diba 


We will defer talking of Buſineſs till To- 
morrow, Mr. Lee rung a Bell; 4 Servant 
entered, and ſatisfied them concerning Mrs, 
Dubzis's Bed. The Ladies retired, and 
he was left i in the uneaſy Situation of feel- 


fatisfying it. 
1 8 


0 
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Do 


propoſed going to Reſt immediately, faying; | 


ing a ſtrong Curioſity without the Means (of 


** 
F os 
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” Mrs; Dubois roſe early, but Mr. Lee was 
up before her. She related to him the 
Manner of her meeting with the young 
Lady, and the Adventure with her Uncle. 
They both concluded to give her the Pro- 
tection ſhe required, till they were ſatisfied 
how her Affairs ſtood ; and then, if ſhe 
wanted a Friend, to continue. their Adſt- 
ance. | While they were making theſe Re- 
ſolves, a Servant came with the young. 
Lady's, Compliments, who deſired to wait 
en them.. Mrs. Dubois had left her in the 
—— Fhertlirdt· Sleep. and. was forry, 
"4 hear that zit continued no longer., She 
= up; Stairs, a and "embraced the lovely, 


— 0 


Mourner, w Ww iſhing her a good Day. Then 


wu iid: 4 4% wed + t& * „ K 


condufting her doyn, preſented her to Mr. 


ob 5 4 


Tee, who received her with the Familiarity 
of a Friend, and the Joy of a Parent. If 


it had been poſlible for her to have forgot, 
41 . VP 
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down from her 
tremely affecting to the humane Expectants, 
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Mazranne” Minprzrox. 21 
tho Cauſe of her preſent Situation, ſhe muſt 
have been happy in it. Dufing Bieiktift 
ſhe was the only Obje& of Concern 3 all 
was ſaid and done that could give her pre- 
ſent Eaſe or future Hope. She wiſhed for 
the Means of acquainting ber he Friends 
with her NMisfortunes witholit ſthe Pr of 
-repeitingthem! "The? Tan ss bur 
-necelliry! "She attempted ſeyeril*Titnies to 
begin, bot Gas k demie Witt u Nile pli- 
city of Dlidughts ; and, before the could fix 
upon a r of expreſſing "herſelf 
with 95 Coheterkte; à Stream of Tea Hah 
gui Eyes: This as en 


who loſt their Deſire of ſatisfying a natural Cu- 
riolity, and begged that ſbe would ſuſpend 
'the Repetition of every Particular" that di . 
mot" require an immediate Remedyy! wit 3 
we if any thing was 'neceſſary{to- be | 


CTY 
| dang, * be Yet 
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done that Day ; for Mr. Zee proteſted, that 
whatever was in his Power conducive to her 
Happineſs, ſhould be with all imaginable 
Expedition performed, She repeated tho 
word Happineſs, ſaying it was beyond her 
View; for her Condition was ſuch as ex- 
cluded even Hope, her Misfortune being ir- 
remediable; yet ſne found ſome Mitiga- 
tion of Sorrow in meeting with ſuch unex- 
pected and unmerited Friendſhip; and add- 
ed to Mrs. Dubois, You ſay, Madam, that 
4 you are retiring into the Country, permit 
me to attend you in that Retirement; I have 
2 Fotune more than ſufficient for a pri- 
vate Life yet Obſcurity and Peace of 
Mind bound every With that I can reaſon- 
'ably entertain. The Kindneſs I have al- 
ready reatived from 1 has /encouragetl 


ing the Impropriety of it. I am a Stranger 
9100 and 
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and a Runaway by my own Confeſſion, and 
have not given you a ſufficient Reaſon for 
my raſh and precipitate F übt; nor am 1 
ſure, Madam, that what I think ſufficient 


will be accepted by your better Judgment a as 


ſuch. . My Conduct, in this Action, per- 
Haps, is blameable ; but I am young, and 
without a friendly Adyiſer. An Error (if I 


have erred) in my unhappy. Circumſtances, 
. Pleads for ſome — Ls ants ee 
© 3, ber gew Friends gave 
. 


Babes adviſed "gal aopfider what was + her 
moſt eligible Purſuit, and not to leave Tan- 
don with a romantic View of finding, in a 
Country Village (where Solitude gave Scope 
to Refleftion) a Remedy for a troubled 
and the Emoyment of innocent Pleaſures, 


was a natural Cure for the Diſappointments 
| 4 
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of Youth. The young Lady denied the 
Powers of Pleaſure, * and faid fo much in 
Aggravation of her own Miſery, that both 
Mr. Lee and Mrs. Dubois deſired to hear at 
TJeiff the Heads of ſo Melancholy a Caſe. 
She had prepared them for a diſmal and af- 
fectin ing Account, but disappointed them 
greatly in her Manner of relating it; for 
it all ended in bonng her Parents, and an 
Aunt that ſhe was fond of; whoſe Huf. 
band Was ber Guardian, and wanted her to 
marry his Nephew. Mrs. Dubois ſmiling 
id, Tam glad, Miſs, this is the very great 
Misfortune from which you would fly to 
"Retireinent; 1 bad fornied"Ereadful Ap- 
preh nſions; I thought you had been really 

ortunate; but I find it is all imaginary. 
5 The Death of your Aunt ſeems to be your 
"recent and _ Cauſe of Sorrow. 


* enn ö r J 
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Miſs Middleton, for that ſhe had ſaid was. 
her Name, appeared a little diſconcerted at 
the Quickneſs of Mrs. Dubois's Remark. 
Mr. Lee ſaw it, and faid, If you know any 
Friend of your Family that you would chuſe 
for a Guardian, I'll go to him, and ſoon 
put it out of your Uncle's Power to tyran- 
nize over you. She pauſed a little at this 
Propoſal, and then anſwered, I am willing 
to acquieſce in any thing that you think pro- 
per; but 1 have Money and Jewels in my 
Poſſeſſion ſufficient to maintain me till Iam 
at Age, if good Mrs. Dubois will let me £0. 
into the Country with her. But if you 
think it neceſſary for me to clgſe? a Gygr- 
dian, you, her, or both, frog Am 
have received ſo much Kitdneſs,” a my 
Choice, if any thing in my Power dn com- 
penſate for the Trouble. They bo th thanked 
Vor. . e e 
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her for the "IVE ſhe did chem, but. de- 
cliged accepting it; Mr. Lee ſaying, Tt was 
a Buſineſs of too much Conſequence to be 
committed, without deliberate Advice, i into 
the Hands of Strangers. He added ſome- 
thing about going to her Uncle, and, by 


putting off the Marriage, reſtoring her to 


her former T ranguillity ; in his Houſe, His 
Houſe, Tranquility, and every other Pro- 
poſal that did not terminate in Solitude, was 
rejected by her; and her Friends were left 


to conclude, as there was no apparent Cauſe 


for ſuch immoderate Grief, that ſhe had not 
been genuine in her Relation, but concealed 
the latent Evil which oppreſſed her. How- 
every they ſhewed no Diſtruſt till the next 
Day ben ſhe was repeating her Requeſt 
to Mrs. Dubois, who, after having heard 
the weak Reaſons ſhe gave for her Deſire of 


| Re tirement, looked her full in the Face, 


and 


* 
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and ſaid, Dear Miſs, tell me the real Cauſe 
' why you deſire a Thing that ſeems ſo little 
adapted to the Condition of a beautiful 
young Lady of great Fortune, without one 
material Cauſe for Unhappineſs. It would 
be Cruelty to rob the World of you, fo ca- 
pable as you are to adorn it; no, no, Miſs, 
it muſt not be; you muſt appear in public, 
marry, and be happy. Miſs Middleton at 
theſe 'Words betrayed herſelf. She was 
full of Confuſion, and repeated the Word 
Marry with a ſtrong and ſorrowful Empha- 
ſis; which convinced Mrs. Dabois that 
Love was her Affliction. She therefore de- 
termined to be ſatisfied in the Particulars of 
that Love before ſhe would conſent to 
take her into the Country, thoughi; At the 
ſame Time, ſhe deſired nothing more than 
a Companion of ſo ſweet a Diſpoſition, 2 
E * Nin 
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Miſs was ſilent, and gave her Friend Time 
to argue ſtrongly for a Life of rational Plea- 
ſures. - She concluded with a peremptory 
Denial of taking her into the Country, and 
adviſed her to conquer a childiſh Deſpon- 
dency, which had no Foundation but in 
Fancy. While ſhe was ſaying this, ſhe ob- 
| ſerved the young Lady to ſtruggle for a Vent 
to ſomething that almoſt choaked her; up- 
on which leaving her Seat, ſne went to her, 
claſped her Waiſt, and kiſſed her Cheek, 
faying, My dear afflicted Child, what is the 
Cauſe of this? Tell your Grief to me, and 
be aſſured of a Friend that will ſpare nothing 
to relieve you. Why will you perſevere in 
this cruel Silence? It preys upon your Vi- 
tals, Kd blaſts the Charms of your Youth, 
It is Love, I know, it is Love, that afflicts 
you. Nothing but that fatal Paſſion could 


thus agitate your whole Frame, and make 
| | you 
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you fall out with the World. Mits Middle- 
ton bluſhed, and fighed : A ſhort Pauſe en- 
ſued, before ſhe recollected herſelf enough 
to ſay, Why ſhould I be aſhamed to own 
the Truth of your Accufation ? ? I haveno 
raſh [mprudence to 'conceal ; my Love, for 
Love alas it is! had the Sanction and 
Approbation of my well-judging Aunt, 
and, had her valuable Life been prolonged, 
Fhad been happy ere this Time. But my 
Loſs of Happineſs alone i is not all] have to 
lament. The wicked Treachery that affficts 


me, has, I doubt, forced a worthy young 


Gentleman to commit a raſh Action, wh: <> 


muſt, upon Deliberation, make im wretch- 
ed. The Weakneſs of my Heart 1 was 


aſhamed to reveal before Mr. Lee: His 
awful Preſence tied up my Tongue. ys 
have faid nothing that could give you any 
Idea of my Condition, I believe, Madam, 


_ C 3 I told 
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I told you, that my Father was a younger 
Son of a good Family in the North, and 
the only one of his Family that entered into 
Trade. He was a wholeſale Linen-draper. 
My Mother died at my Birth: As ſhe was 
young, beautiful, virtuous, and amiable in 
her Diſpoſition, her Loſs affected my Fa- 
ther in a terrible Manner, till my childiſn 
Prettineſſes, as I have heard him: often call 
them, attracted his Love, and by Degrees 
engroſſed his whole Attention. He ſent 
for a Siſter, whom he had always loved, to 
come and govern his Family, and be a M o- 
ther 10 me. She came, and was, in the 


moſt important Senſe, a Mother indeed; I 


was happy at Home till I entered my tenth, 
Year, when my Aunt defired my Father. to 
ſend me to a Boarding-ſchool, He Was 
ſurprized at the Propoſal; but ſhe urged her 
Bequeſt faying, That too much Indul- 


gence 
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gence prevented my Application to Learns 
ing; and that I had, in all Probability; 
great Expectations in Life, which made a 
genteel Education abſolutely neceſſary. IIer 
Reaſons prevailed ; my Father conſented 
with Rel uctance: I ſtill remember, young 

as I was, how much this Separation affficted 
me; and one Thing I have ſince recollected, 

which was, that my F ather ſaid to my Aunt 
when he gave his Conſent, If I often leave 
you alone, and you find it irkſome, blame 
yourſelf as the Cauſe; for I ſhall certainly 
feek for Amuſement abroad when my lietle 
Prattler is gone. My Governeſs ſaw that 1 
was a Darling, and, to induce me to the 
Love of School, humoured me too much ; 
for, if my natural Inclination had not 
prompted me to leam, I had been' ſtill ig- 
norant. Nevertheleſs, ſhe gained her End, 
1 loved her, and was happy. But this 
C 4 prudent 
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prudent Step of my Aunt's was the Cauſe of 
my preſent Miſery. My Father, as he 
ſaid he would, ſpent many Evenings abroad; 

my Aunt had but few Acquaintance, and 
ſy was often alone, which induced her to per- 
mit my nom perſecuting Uncle to ſpend 

ſome Hours with her. He was my Father's 
chief Clerk, a Man of mean Extraction, 
and had come to be an Errand- boy, when 
my Father was an Apprentice. He quali- 
fied himſelf by his Diligence, and roſe as 
other Sefvants fell off. He was humble 
and obliging, and I have often heard my 
Father ſay, he had no Fault but his eager 
Deſire to gro rich. He improved the 
Opportunities my Father gave him and, 


by his Aſnduity and Humility, influenced 
my Aunt ſo far as to prexaib with her to 
conſent to a private Marriage. My Father 
* vas at firſt extremely dilpleaſed 3 but when 


r 4 wb; yo Ire: 
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J returned home, in my fifteenth Tear, all 


was well. My Aunt had a genteel For- 
tune, and this, put to the Savings of twen- 


ty Vears Service, made a conſiderable Sum, 


which was joined to my Father's Stock, and 
her Huſband became a Partner in the Buſi- 
nels. I was ſtill dear te her, and a real 


Harmony ſubſiſted amongſt us for about a 


Year ; but at that unfortunate Period my 


Father fell into a Decay: Finding his End 


approaching, he fettled his Affairs, ſo that 


my Uncle might carry on Buſineſs for him+ 


ſelf, paying Intereſt for that Part of my 


Fortune which he had in Trade. At the 


fame Time he made him and my Aunt 
Joint Executors and Guardians over me: 890 
had more than a common. filial, Fondnels for 
my Father; his extreme Indulgence had 
endeared him to me beyond the natural Ties 
of Humanity: I believe my good Aunt was 


8 ; greatly 
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greatly afflicted at bis Death ʒ but ſhe cons 
cealed her Grief to mitigate mine. The 
| Opulence of my Father was, by People 
that pretended to know his Circumſtances, | 
greatly exaggerated, and fifty . thouſand 
Pounds was. my reputed Fortune. This 
drew the Attention of ſeveral mercenary Al- 
dermen, who had Sons about my Age, or 
older. Several Propoſals were made to my 
Uncle, who rejected them all. My Aunt 
approved of ſome of them, but * Heart 
inclined to none. 
Time had wrought the falutary Work of 
Comfort, which Advice had failed of doing, 
_ when my indulgent Aunt began to think it 
reaſonable that I ſhould enjoy the Pleaſures 
of the Seaſon, Vauxball was juſt opened; 
Fhad ſeveral Invitations to go there, but 
her Caution prevented me from accepting 


any of them. She was afraid of my con- 
3 GS-4. tracting 
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tracting improper Acquaintance, and waited 
til ſhe could make a Party in which ſhe 
could j join. The Time came, and we were. 
met in the Gardens by a Gentleman who : 
was known to ſome of the Company: he 
had two young Gentlemen with him, both 
of them very agreeable. He defired to be 
admitted i into our Company, ſaying, There 
was no Pleaſure without Ladies. We 
ſpent the Evening together in great De- 
light. One of the young Gentlemen in par- 
ticular attracted the Notice of us all: His 
Perſon was handſome, and his Manner of 
Behaviour and Converſation extremely pleaſ- 


ing. My Aunt, who regarded every thing 


that concerned my Welfare, obſerved his 
Eyes to be often fixed upon me, and pene- 


trated ſo far | into my Thoughts, as to diſco» 
ver a Truth which I did not know myſelf > 
for J certainly began to love him that 


C6 Night, 
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Nigbt. She found an Opportunity to ens 
quire who the young Gentlemen were, The 
Perſon who introduced them, faid, That 
one was a Stranger to him, but the other 


Ci 


Was Mr. Leigh, a Cheſhire Gentleman of 
great Fortune. This was all ſhe could 


| learn ; for, before he had pointed out which 
Was Mr.Leigh, he was called from us byother 
Company. who had made an Appointment 
to meet him there, but came late. She 
' wiſhed to find the agreeable Man the Perſon 
be ſpoke of; and, before we left the Gar- 
dens, The heard him called Mr. Leigh, by 
1wo Gentlemen who appeared to be well ac- 
quainted with him. This accidental Know- 
ledge of him made her more cemplaiſant to 
"him than ſhe would otherwiſe have been, 
He waited on. us home, and, encouraged 
by. my Aunt's Behaviour, ſaid at parting, 
.that he would call the next Day to enquire 
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if we eſcaped getting Cold; for the Even: 
ing had been cool. | 
My Aunt, among other T bing. told 
my Uncle what ſhe thought of Mr. Zeigh, 
adding, that if he came. again, and his Be- 
haviour towards me ſhould be as particular 
as it had been that Evening, ſhe would en- 
quire more minutely into his Character and 
Fortune. He made her no Reply, but 
paſſed it over as a Thing of na Conſequence. 
Mr, Leigh was punctual; he came juſt as 
we were beginning to. drink Tea, and 
ſtaid two Hours, during which, he made a 
large Progreſs in my Aunt's Eſteem, and 
wy Affection. He had a. new Play i in his 
Pocket publiſhed that Morning. which ye 


had not ſeen. He ſpoke much in Praiſe of 
it; and faid, as he. was going, 1 believe 


your Sentiwenta will agree with mine; u. 
leave it till To- morrow, or the next Dag. 
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I fek my Cheeks glow with Pleaſure; my 
Aunt ſmiled ; for we both had the ſame 
Thoughts. a 


My Uncle had been filent moſt of the 
Time the young Gentleman vas preſent; 
J obſerved his Gravity, but my Aunt did 
not; for as ſoon as Mr. Leigb had left the 
Room, ſhe began to tell him, that ſhe was 

convinced now that the young Gentleman's 
Viſit was paid to me, adding, I will imme- 
diately enquire more concerning him, tho T 
already believe he is worthy of my Niece's. 
Acceptance. My Uncle evaded giving her 
an Anſwer by falling directly upon another 
Subject. We were both ſurprized at his 
Behaviour, as we were intirely ignorant to 
what! it was owing; but I have ſince learn- 
ed the Reaſon of it, though my dear Aunt 

| did not live to ſee the Cauſe and terrible Ef- 
fects it produced, 'She was ſo anxious as for 
_”. my: 
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my Welfare; that ſhe went the ſame Evening 


to a Merchant's Lady who came out of We- 
Hire, from whom ſhe received a full Ac- 
count of Mr. Leigb and his Family; which, 
in every Reſpect, equalled her Wiſhes: 
Thus informed, - the returned to my Uncle 
in a perfect Rapture of Joy, affuring him 
that my future Happineſs was certain, if I 
martied Mr. Leigh. He received the Ac- 
count with a ſullen Indifferenee: But this 


gave me no Concern z I was ſufficiently ſa 


tisfied with my Aunt's Approbation, who 
encouraged my Admittance of Mr. Leigh as 
a Lover. I had never felt the leaſt tender 
Senſation before, and flattered myſelf, that 
I was obliging her while I gave myſelf 
| wholly up to a Paſſion which entirely ſub- 
dued my Heart, and which perhaps I could 
not have conquered by Reſiſtance; for my 


Lover's conſtant Application: gave me no 


r Time 


3, . 
.% * 
7 * : 
| We | 
* 
* - 
% 9 


3 t 
va J - + 
. : > . & 


. ISA 
= 


I q "Fax 
0 " re 


———— —— 
——— —— — — 


— — — — 2 — — — . 
- — — 2 —— = 


—— — - — _ 
- 


— 
—— 


7 
5 

5 
[ 
i 
| 
q 
” 
| 
i 
i 
1 
( 
if 
| 


— 
— —— 
—  r—— 


— — — — EI — — — 

— - 
—— — - __ — ——— * 
* _ — — —— ——— 
— CEE — - — — — — 
— _ e WIVES: Oe AO rg oor ER OE 
* 
* 


—— 
, 


IX 
—ͤ—ñ——ĩ—ͤ—— —ü—ä—ũä—— T — —— — — — — — 8 
* * 
* 
—_ 


40 The Mzmorrs of 


Time, for Reflection. He was-a daily M- 
ſiter, and, by every Word and Action, 
expreſſed the Warmth and Sincerity of his 
Affection: But my Uacle's tern Behaviour 


checked his eager Deſires, and prevented 


him from making any Propoſals. My Aunt 
was endeavouring to conquer his unaccount- 
able Obſtinacy, when a ſudden Death blaſted 
all my future Hopes. My Grief equalled that 


of the fondeft Daughter for an indulgent 


Mother; but Mr. Leigh was my Comforter, 


My Uncle was, or pretended to be, incon- 


folable. He did not at firſt ſnew his Diſs 
approbation of Mr. Zeigb's Viſits; but a 


few Weeks Feovered his Intention. He 


firſt ordered the Servants to tell him I was 
not at home; and, when this failed, in 
plain Terms he forbid him the Houſe. This 


unexpected Stroke at firſt aſtoniſhed the 


young Gentleman, wha expoſtulated warmly 


— 


- on 


MARIANNE MIDDLETON, | 4 
on the Subject, and repreſented the Ad- 
mittance he had received as an Injury, ſay- 
ing, his Heart was fixed on me, and his 
Hopes not unreaſonable, He named my 
Aunt's kind Behaviour as a certain Mark of 
her Approbation, and concluded with Vows 
of loving me for ever. My fordid Uncle 
called him extravagant and romantic; he 


himſelf had regarded Intereſt alone in his 


Marriage, and thought every other Motive 


ridiculous, and every other Requiſite ſuper- 


fluous. O Madam ! how undeſerving was 


he of the valuable Woman he had poſ- 


ſeſſed ; her good Senſe . and Chearfulnch 
had endeared her to me; 1 wanted no other 


Com panion, nor ſought for any other Friend, F 
This Conduct, however laudable in iel, | 
and agreeable to me at-the Time, proved. 3 
at laſt the Source of an inſupportable Ca- 


lamity. I was left without the melancholy 
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Satisfaction of complaining to any one that 
would commiſerate my Caſe, or give me Ad- 
vice; for my own Servant married ſoon after 
my Aunt's Death, which I thought was un- 
kindly done, eſpecially as ſhe was no Stranger 
5 to the State of my Mind. I neglected hiring 
BY another, till my Uncle told me, that a Friend 
of my Aunt's had ſent a young Woman to 
him as a proper Perſon to wait on me. 1 
faw her ; ſhe named a Lady of my Aunt' 's 
Acquaintance, whom 1 had not ſeen ſince 
her Death. She faid the Lady was in 
the Country, but would give her a Cha- 
tacter, if 1 pleaſed to write for one. 1 
thought it of ſmall Conſequence, and took 
her without that neceſſary Precaution. She 
appeared very ſtupid, ſcarcely rational, yet 
ſhe performed her Buſineſs well enough. I 
could not make a Confident of ſuch a Crea- 
ture, ** my Heart throdved s to unbo- 
= 27 - : ſom 


% 
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e I fon its Sorrow. My Uncle had, from the 
8 Time of my Aunt's Death, redoubled his = 
- Kindneſs to me; and it was with Reluctance 
chat he parted from me when Buſineſs called 
- WH him. He aſſured me, that he had unan- 
werable Reaſons for putting a Stop to Mr. 
| Leigb's Viſits 3- and this he ſaid with ſuck 
an emphatic Tone, as made me imagine 
chat ſome tertible Conſequences muſt have 
attended the Continuanice of them. Ne- 
vertheleſs I was not ſatisfied; I ſent my 
Maid out ten Times i in a Day for Things I 
did not want, and expected at every Re- 
turn a Letter from Mr. Leigb. 1 ſometimes 
aſked her if ſhe had not ſeen him; ſhe al- 
ways anſwered, No, Madam, without ſeem- 
ing to know why I enquired. I was en- 


deavouring to forget him, when a Letter 
directed to my Uncle, who had dropped it, 


fell into my Hands by Chance: I believe 
En. | e 


44 The MM OIR S F 
the melancholy State of Mind 1 was in 
made me read it for Amuſement, as I often 
had done thoſe from his Correſpondents in 
Trade: I found it was from à Brother of 
bis whom I had never heard of, whoſe eldeſt 
Son he had ſent for to come immediately to 
Town. The Father objected to it, ſaying, 
he was a mere Country Lad, and no Scho- 
lar; but he had a Boy of Fourteen who 
could write, and wanted to be apprenticed 
out, for he would not work at home, and, 


the taking him off his Hands would be ot 
; great Service to him and his poor. Family, 


for he had ſeven Children, * began to de- 
ſpiſe my Uncle for his Pride in never nam- 
ing this Brother, and for his Avarice in 
not alſiſting him before, when caſting my 
Eyes on a Poſtſcript, which I had neglected 
to read, 1 faw the Word Lady, and imme- 
: diately read, „But if the young Lady is 
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, marriageable now, the. oldeſt Boy ſhall 
come as ſoon as we receive Money to 
« clothe him, „ 27151 


This alarmed. me terribly found Late 
"y Victim to be ſacrificed to the Avarice 
and Ambition of my Uncle. The Cauſe 
ot his Severity to Mr. Leigh was now ex- 
plained: His pretended Sorrow for my 
Aunt's Death was beginning to inſpire me 
with an Affection for him; but in a Mo- 
ment it was deſtroyed, and the deepeſt Ha- 
tred fixed in my Soul. How much did I 
long to pour my Complaints into the com- 
paſſionating Boſom of the tender and affec- 
tronate Mr. Leigh. I till: depending on 
his Honour and Love, expected daily to 
hear from him. The odious Nephew ar- 
rived: His clumſy Figure and aukward 
Behaviour, I believe, exceeded my Uncle's 
Expectation. He called him an honeſt _ 
| Country 5 


v 


Praiſe given to large Fortunes. I could 
not appear inſepſible at hearing it; [but 


ſome Relief; I believed the inſerting it was 
paid for by my Uncle, as I had frequentiy 
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Country Lad, and was daily extolling the 


Integrity and Goodneſs of Heart poſſeſſed 
by the uncorrupted and plain unpoliſhed 
Country Youths. I deſpiſed his Inſinua- 
tions, ſtill believing Mr. Leigh incapable of 
Deceit, till I was mortified by my Uncle's 


graph in a Neys- Paper, which mentioned 


the fatal Day of that Gentleman's Mar- 
riage.. The Lady was named with the uſual 


Loye ſuggeſted a Thought which gave me 


heard of ſuch Things. Mr. Leigh's whole 


Behaviour I examined; it correſponded 


with the ſtricteſt Honour He ſhewed his, | 
| Love to- me beſdre he knew who T was, | 

and ſpent” a great Part of his Time after 
„ yards 


VI. 103 
* 


MARIANNE MrnDLzToON, 47 


wards i in Attendance on me. I conquered | 


my Doubts, reſolving not to believe it, My 
Uncle ſaw into my Deſign ; and, to deſtroy 
for ever the leaſt Glimpſe of Hope, brought 
the Gentleman to dine with us who had in- 


troduced Mr. Leigh to us at Vauxhall: I 
had never ſeen him in our Houſe before; 


it preſaged ſomething ominous. I trembled 
when J fat down to Dinner : I eat little, 
till expecting and fearing to hear the Cauſe 
of this Invitation: I was juſt retiring when 
mn Uncle aſked, If that Mr. Lejgh who 
uſed to viſit at his Houſe , was the Perſon 
named in the News-Papers to be mar- 
ried. The Gentleman faid.it Was and that 
he had made his Addreſſes to his preſent 


Lady ſome Time before. we ſaw him at 
Vauxhall. J roſe immediately, as well to 


hide my Confuſion, as to give Vent to my 
Sor TOW. 


Before 
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4 Befdle this Time my Uncle had dreſſed 


| up his Nephew like a Man of Quality, and 
| procured him Maſters to inſtru& him. The 


Blockhead knew that I was his deſtined 

Wife; and no ſooner ſaw himſelf in laced 

| Clothes, with a Sword and Bag-wig, than he 
* grew impertinently familiar. His Indeli- 
| 2 cacy and odious Freedoms ſhocked me ex- 
| tremely : : He appeared the very Contraſt to 
| Mr. Leigh : He had the Affurance to break 
| in upon me in the Midſt of my Diſtraction 
(for he had learned the Cauſe from my Un- 
cle) and came, he ſaid, to comfort me, by 
Gearing that he would marry me To- mor- 
row, if I pleaſed, and never leave me for the 
fineſt Lady in the City. Theſe were his 
own Words. His Impudence and Ignorance 
aggravated my Sorrow : I bid him begone, 
and never dare to enter my Apartment a- 
gain; but the Wretch would not leave me; 
O11 4 I was 
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i was Ra to lire him, and lock myſelf 
in my Cloſet. He waited a long Time, 
calling often to me, and defiring me to open 
the Door; 3 but, when he found [ would not 
anſwer hir im, he went down Stairs, and com- 
plained to his Uncle, who, as I was told, 
bid him not regard what I ſaid; for, at pre- 
ſent, I was in the Height of my Grief for 
the Loſs of Mr. Leigh : But that, he ſaid, 
would ſoon be over, and then he might have 
Opportunities enough to bring me into a 
better Humour. | 
2 went down to Supper Juring which 
we were all filent z bur che? next Day my 
Uncle began to comfort me, by calling Mr. 
Leigh a deceitful Villain, and leveral other 
opprobrious Names. ul could not bear to | 
hear him, nor could 1 vindicate Mr. Leigh, 
ſo deſired him never more to mention that 
Gentleman. He ſaid be would not: But 


"i D then 


o A 
— 4 : 1 
F ö 
— 


5⁰ | The Mx As of 


chen he beym a | Topic equally diſagreeable 3 

for he became an Advocate for his Nephew, 

and laid before me the great Advantages of 
Trade, ſaying, A few Years would enable 

him to give his Nephew a better Fortune 

than moſt of the Country Gentlemen (who 

deſpiſed Citizens) had in their Poſſeſſion, 

He expatiated a long Time on the Glory of 

being a Lady Mayoreſs, hinting the Proba- 

bility' of my attaining that Honour. I 

heard him without Interruption; but was 
reſolyed, for the future, to allow him no op- 

Het ere of haranguing me upon the ima- 

| ginaty and vain Expectations of Greatneſs, 
q ; which his ſiupid Nephew? s. Capacity Was 
| neither formed to attain, nor ſupport. 1 


1 
L 


| ſtayed ſome Days in my own Apartnient, 


= refuſing to dine in the Parlour, 1 thought 
j jr no Lie to ſay I was not well, bor! ſolferec 


s n neg. 1 
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Here Mrs. Dubais interrupted Miſs Mid- 
dletlon with ſaying, She thought Mr. Leigh 
had acted diſhonourably; but the young 
Lady ſtopped her, and added, Raſhly, if 
you pleaſe, Madam: In the Height of 
Deſpair he married. I was going to tell 


you, that one Day I heard my Uncle and 
my Maid at high Words in the Paſſage at 
the Bottom of the Stairs: I was curious to 
hear the Cauſe. She inſiſted upon coming 
up to me; he refuſed to let her, and com- 
manded her to leave the Houſe that Mo- 
ment. She was forced out of my Hearing 
I pitied her, becauſe I thought her Error 
might be the Effect of Ignorance; and go- 
ing down Stairs, aſked my Uncle: why he 
had diſcharged my Servant ? for J under- 
ſtood ſhe was gone. I was very much dif 
pleaſed ; he ſaw it, and began to palliate 
the Nogrery by aſſuring me thatſhe was un- 

hat worth, 
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worthy of my Regard ; for notwithſtanding 
her affected Simplicity, ſhe was an artful 
cunning Jade, and not fit to be truſted in 
any. Family. I ceaſed pleading for her, be- 
leving he had ſome Reaſon for his Anger: 
I was! careleſs about every thing, and juſt 
fGnkinginto/a State of Apathy, when a Let- 
ter conveyed ſecretly to me, rouſed my Re- 
ſentment againſt my L ncle. I had reſolved 
| never to marry any Man, and could have 
forgiven his deſigning to aggrandize his Fa- 
mily at my Expence : But his Treachery 
and Baſeneſs to Mr. Leigh * me . 
his Name- 
The Letter I mentioned was from my laſt 
Servant : She told me in it, That my Uncle 
agreed with her to affiſt him ip deceiving 
Mr. Leigh, who, he ſaid, was a Libertine 


and a Beggar. He aſſured her that the 


Action was meritorious, though he was 


4 bs forced 
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forced (by my Fondneſs for the Gentleman) 


to proceed with Caution. Her Reward was 
to be twenty Guineas, if by her Means it 
was effected. He inſtructed her in the Art 
of Deceit, by bidding her appear ignorant 


and ſimple before me, which, by throwing 


me off my Guard, would diſcover my Inten- 
tions, and lay me open to his Machinations. 
Mr. Leigh, ſhe faid, met her the next Day 
after my Uncle's cruel Prohibition, and be- 
gan his Petition by giving her ſome Pieces 
of Gold and a Letter, which ſhe promiſed 
to deliver to me, but carried it to my Uacle, 
who threw it into the Fire, and ordered her 
to tell Mr. Leigb that I committed it to the 


Flames. He would not believe her ſtrongeſt 
Aſſeverations, but gave her more Gold and 
another Letter, which my Uncle read. His 


tender E xpreſſions, and Vows of eternal 


neh were called Nonſenſe; wy 4 


D 3. keſturne 
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returned as from me a verbal and diſdainful | 


Anſwer. Several more ſhe received; ſome 
were ſent back unopened, and ſome ſhe pre- 
ferved. | His Correſpondence ſhe encou- 
raged for the Sake of Money, till his Impa- 
tience amounted tothe firſt Degree of Mad- 
nels, and he ſwore nothing ſhould ever make 
him believe me falſe, till I ſigned the fatal 
Truth with my Name. He had ſeen my 


Writing ſcveral Times; my Maid's Hand 


found was very little different. By my 
Unele's Command ſhe: wrote a good Imita- 


tion, wherein ſhe made me avow all that ſhe 


had ſaid, and withal to add, that my Deter- 


mination was fixed to marry my Unele's 


Relation. She aſſured me, that Mr. Leigh's 


Diſtraction far exceeded Deſcription. It 


made her even repent of her Wickedneſs 1 in 
undertaking ſo cruel an Action, as ſhe began 


10 think her preſent Employ was; But her 
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Avarice overcame her Humanity, ha ſhe 
leſt Mr. Leigb to return to my Uncle, of 
whom ſhe demanded the twemy Guineas, 
| ſaying the Buſineſs was done; for ſhe be- 

lieved the young Gentleman would murder 
himſelf. She could not forbear Tears when 
ſhe repeated the Agony into which her Let- 
ter had thrown him. My Uncle cooly re- 
plied, Let us ſtay till he has murdered him- 
ſelf before we conclude the Buſineſs done: 


He may yet be troubleſome, and I may 
have Occaſion to employ you again. 


After this ſhe often demanded her Mo- 


ney ; but he always evaded paying her till 
Mr. Leigb's Matriage, when, ſhe growing 


importunate, he called her impudent, and 
bid her produce his Note, or Witneſſes of a 
Promiſe. - She had neither; for the had not 
conſidered the Baſeneſs of the Action he en- 


gaged her to perform, or ſhe might have 
| DT concluded 
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concluded that all his Uadertakings: were of 


a Piece. She was too haſty in declaring 
that ſhe would acquaint me with his Trea- 


ehery. That was the Cauſe of the Noiſe 
which had reached my Ears, and the Occa- 
ſion of her immediate Diſmiſſion. This was 
the Subſtance of what ſhe wrote, and quite 


enough to diſtract me; but the Letters 


which the had kept were incloſed. I read 
Patt of them at that Time : 1 won't pre- 


tend to deſetibe how they affected me; 1 


could not read them all. 
From that Time I beheld my Uncle with 
Deteſtation, and reſolved to leave his Houſe ; 


but I had no Friend to whom. I could fly, 


and the Treachery I had juſt become ac- 


8 quainted with, had given me ſuch a bad 


Opinion of the World, that I diſtruſted al- 
moſt every human Creature. My Behaviour 


ſoon convinced my Uncle that I was no 


Stranger to what he had done. This cauſed 
ee ene, ew him 
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him to be fealous and watchful, "IT ena 
myſelf a Priſoner, though ſeemingly at Li- 
berty. I was not ſuffered to go to Church 
without him or his Nephew: And by Chance 
I- heard the Servants ſay, their Maſter was" 
grown very careful; for it was a new 
Whim of his to lock the Doors, and take 
the Keys into his own Room. T his con- 
firmed my Suſpicion; and a Country- 
Houſe being hired, and a new Coach be- 
ſpoke, with ſome other Preparations for our f 
Removal, I determined to quit the Place of 1 
my Confinement as ſoon! as poſſible. The 
Perſon to whom I intended to fly, was one 
who had been my own Maid when I was a 
Child : She was married, but ſtill retained 
her Love for me. My Money and Jewels 
1 ſecured about me, and waited for an Op- : 


portunity, which laſt Night offered iſe: ING 
About four Times in a Year my Uncle "IS 
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N _ Rays out very late: A Boy fat up for him, 
"mbo had locked the Door, and taken the 
Key into the Kitchen. I went down, re- 

 folved to. purchaſe my. Freedom. at any 

Price; but! found the Lad faſt aſleep, and 

the Key on a Table by him : I took it, open- 
ed the Door, and | ran away. The Watch- 
man ſtopped me, and aſked, why I ran fo 
alt. 1 trembled, and begged of him to let 
me 0, without anſwering his Queſtion: 
He took my Bundle, ſaying, I had ſtole. it. 
The Gentleman came croſs the Street to us ;\ 
be looked at me ſome t time before he ſaid I 

vas bis Daughter. My Fate was dubious; 


but with either of them it muſt have been 


miſerable, as E Recourſe to my Uncle 
would have proved che only Means of get- 


21 2 


ting | from them. In a happy Hour, Ma- 


1 Gam, Heaven ſent you to my Relief; for 


the Woman $ Houſe, to which I was fiying. 
1 would 
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50 
would probabl y have been ſearched upon the 
firſt Notice of my Flight, and Confinement 
in the Country the certain Conſequence 3 
from which nothing but the hated Mar- 
riage could have releaſed me. 

Mliſs Middleton concluded, and Mrs. Dit- 
bois ſtill affrmed that ſhe had no Cauſe for 
ſuch immoderate Sorrow, as nothing could 
clear Mr. Leigh from the Imputation of be- 
ing unjuſt to the Lady he had married; or, 
what muſt render her Life uneaſy, a Want 
of Conſtancy in his Diſpoſition. After ſay- 
ing this, ſhe conſented to take the young 
Lady with her into the Country, not doubt 
ing but Abſence, and a Variety of new 
Scenes, though not very alluring, would in 
Time erafe'the Memory of evety paſt Al- 
fliction, and reſtore her Mind to its priſtine 
Tranquillity, The Matter of Guardianſhip 
was'to be left as it was, till the young Lady 

D 6 
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amiyed at the lawful Time, . ee 

her Fortune. 1 
Mr. Lee, at whoſe Houſe they now were, 

ſearched the News-papers, to fee if any Ad- 
vertiſements made it neceſſary to. part-with 
the Ladies immediately; but her Uncle, 
confcious of his unjuſt Proceedings, and 
afraid of being himſelf expoſed, uſed no pub- 
lic Means to diſcover her Retreat. | 
+ Mrs, Dubois provided Clothes for Miſs 

Middleton, and thought it requiſite to take 
a Servant for her. Several came to offer 

themſelves, and among the reſt, one who 
had the Appearance of Youth, with tlie 
Gravity of Age. She was very /pretty-; 


but there was in her Countenance and Man- 
ner of ſpeaking ſo expreſſive and fixed a Sor- 
row, that involuntary Sighs eſcaped both 
the Ladies while ſhe was ſpeaking. Mrs. 
„ gane 1 Duauboiss 
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Duzais's Humanity and Experience, in a 
ſpecial Manner, prejudiced her in Favour of 
this young Woman. She ſoftened her 
Voice (naturally ſweet) while ſhe aſked her 
the neceſſary Queſtions uſed in hiring a Ser- 
vant. The young Woman anſwered with 
great Modeſty, I have never been in Service, 
Madam; I am but lately come to Town; 
my Father is dead; I live with my Mother; 
we take in Plain- work, and lodge at Mrs. 
Quick's, a Thread Shop in Brewer*s-lane. 
She was diſmiſſed with, We'll conſider of 
itz come again in three Days ; be fure you + 
do, we'll ſee no other till then. The Par- 
lour Door was ſcarce ſhur, when Mrs. Du- 
bois roſe ſuddenly from her Seat, and fol- 
lowed the Maid into the Paſſage before ſhe - 
had reached the Street · door: : She ſtopped 
her, and ſaid, Perhaps, but I don't know 
MET ſhould I think fo, but you may want 
| "—— y 
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Money; if you don't, this can do you H 
Hurt, at the fame Time putting a Guinea 
into her Hand. A ſilent Tear and a ſilent 
Curtſey was all the Anſwer ſhe received; but 
ſuch was the powerſ ul Expreſſion of this Ac- 
tion, that Mrs. Dubois returned into the 
- Parlour with the Fulneſs of her Heart flow- 
ing in her Eyes: Miſs Middleton was wiping 
- hers. | Scarce a Minute intervened, before 
Mrs. Dubeis ſaid, Pray, Mifs, what has oe- 
cCaſioned thoſe Tears? The young Lady 
anſwered, Dear Madam, why do you cry? 
Tbeſe Ladies had Hearts replete with the 
tender Sentiments of Humanity, and Mrs. 
Dubois had felt the Iron Rod of. Affliction. 
The young Woman' s Life had not been ex- 
empt from Sorrow .: The Conſequences 
produced were; the Girl forgat her Way 
Home, and wandered an Hour without Re- 
: collection; the Ladies wiſhed ſhe had ſtayed 
longer,. 
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longer, and talked much about her, but 
could not recollect where ſhe ſaid her Lodg- 
ing was. They had no Reaſon: to fear her 
Punctuality in coming again at.theappoint- 
ed. Time : But her-laconic Anſwers, with a 
timorous Reluctance in ſpeaking, made 
them deſirous to hear ſome Account of her 
from a diſintereſted Perſon. 

T wo Days paſſed without a Probability of 
doing it; but the third Morning, Mr. Les 
ordered his Servant (in the Ladies hearing) to 
fetch his Shoemaker from Brewer s- lane. The 

Name of this Place made the Ladies recok 
lect themſelves; they ordered a Coach to be 
called, and immediately ſet out to find the 
Thread - hop; which was eaſily done: The 
Miſtreſs of it they found to be an affected, 
prudiſh, inquiſitive, old Maid. They 
bought a few Trifles before they aſked if 
Mrs. Williams lodged there. She anſwered 

| * 1 


* 


The ME MO IA S Of 
in the Affirmative, but added very imper- 
tinently, What is your Buſineſs with her, 
pray? Has ſhe not a Daughter with her? 
Mrs. Dulois replied. - Upon this the Door 
that opened to the Stair-caſe was im mediately 
ſhut, and Mrs. Quick deſired the Ladies to 
ſit down. Mrs. Dubois ſaid, I ſuppoſe, 
Madam, the young Woman wants a Place? 
If you want a Servant, anſwered the malig- 


6. 


| . mant Maid, Jcaner ecommend you to a very 


good one, adding at the ſame Time with a 
ſeornful Smile, That ſhe had no Acquaint- 
ance: with ber Lodgers. This here Mrs. 

Williams, faid ſhe, has lodged with me two 
| + Years; the was very poor, and I thought 
to give her Warning laſt Quarter, though 


ſhe always paid her Rent; but I found out 
by:enquiring, that ſhe had pawned ſome of 
: her Things for the Money: But now here's 
a Daughter come home that I never heard 
of. 


4 
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of before; the Girl looks well enough, but 
is very fly, like her Mother. I have aſked 
her a hundred Queſtions, and ſcarce received 
one civil Anſwer. They have nobody 
comes to them, and they are always at home; 
the Things are juſt fetched out of Pawn, 
Now this is all a Myſtery to me, and I don't 
like it; for which Reaſon they ſha'nt ſtay in 
my Houſe. I ſcorn to be impertinent or 
inquiſit.ve; but why ſhould People not 
anſwer civil Queſtions? If you want a Ser- 
vant, 1 can recommend a very good one z 


or, "if you have any Plain-work, or Clear- 
ſtarching vo do, 1 have a Relation that wall 
wait on you, a very honeſt Perſon, and come 
of a good Family, Here ſhe looked at the 
Ladies, expecting an Anſwer ; but they in- 
dulged her Loquacity, while ſhe continued 
her Remarks on Lodgers, Servants, Plain- 
workers, and all the lower Sort of People, 

as 
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asſhe called them; till ending with an En- 
comium on herſelf, till a Child came into 
the Shop to lay out a Farthing with her, 
and the Ladies took that Opportunity of 
retiring, after thanking her for her Infor- 
mations. | 
The invidious Intimations ſhe had hinted 
conceraing the young Woman and her Mo- 
ther increaſed their Deſire of being ſatisfied, 
without abating their Deſire of ſerving the 
Girl. The next Shop was a Milliner's; Mils 
Miadletin wanted ſome Things in that Way; 
they went into it, and met w.th an Excels 
of Civiiity, from a young Perſon dreſſed in 
all che ridiculous Extravagancies of Faſhion, 
which ſerved only to expoſe an 'aukward 
Perſon and affected Behaviour, They laid 
out above two Guineas before they named 
Mrs. Williams, and then only aſked, If ſuch 
a Perſon lodged in that Neighbourhood? 
| The 
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The Milliner with a ready Civilityanſwered, 
Yes, Madam, at the next Door ; ſhe has 
worked for me ever ſince ſhe came into the 
Neighbourhood. She was proceeding to 
draw Mrs. Williams's Character in a favour- 
able Light, when an Officer paſſing by the 
Poor, ſaw Miſs Middlelon, who had fat 
down to fix a Ribbon upon a Cap ſhe had 
purchaſed. He ſtood near a Minute look- 
ing at her before he entered the Shop, and 
aſked for ſome Hair-bags: The Millmer 
immediately threw her whole Perſon into the 
moſt affected Attitude, that even Hogarth 
himſelf, with all his Humour, could figure 
or imagine; and, without any Apology to 
the Ladies, threw down a Piece of Lace, 
which ſhe was ſtrenuouſly recommending to 
them : Then reaching down a Band-box, 
took out ſome Bags; and in ſhewing them, 
did not forget to diſplay her ill-ſhaped white 
| Hands, 


w 
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Hands, nor, in recommending them, her 
Ignorance and Affectation. The Gentle- 
man, without looking at her, or minding 
what ſhe ſaid, took ſome Bags in his Hand 
to Miſs Middleton, and aſking her Opinion 
of them, added the familiar Epithet, My 
Dear. The Lady bluſned, and with ſome 
Confuſion anſwered, I don't underſtand 
them. I don't care for your Underſtanding, 
Child, I apply to your Fancy, returned the 
Gentleman; at the ſame Time ſeizing her 
Hand, and ſqueezing it with ſome Violence. 
Mrs. Dubois was on the Point of relieving 
her Friend, which ſne was prevented by Miſs 
Middleton's riſing ſuddenly, and forcing her 
Hand from the Officer, ſhe threw herſelf: 
into an adjacent Room, the Door of which 
was. open; her Celerity prevented a Pur- 
ſuit, till ſhe had ſecured! the Entrance. 
In vain did the deſigning inſolent Intruder 


oy implore. 
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implore and flatter ; ſhe was deaf to his In- 
treaties, and he returned to the Milliner com- 
plaining of the Cruelty he had met with 
from her young Lady. My young Lady! 
ſaid ſhe 3 no, Sir, I teach my Ladies better 
| Manners; ſhe is a Cuſtomer, and a Stran- 
ger to me, The Gentleman had no ſooner 
heard theſe Words, than he laid down the 
Bags, and immediately quitted the Shop. 
Mrs. Dubois called Miſs Middleton out of 
the Parlour : She came, and began to aſk 
Pardon for the Liberty ſhe had takeh; but 
was interrupted by the angry Coquette, Who 
ſaid, A Liberty, indeed ! which has per- 
haps loſt me an extraordinary Cuſtomer, and 
perhaps a Lodger too; for ſuch an acciden- 
tal Thing once proved very advantageous 
to me, without being prejudicial to the young 
Lady, Miſs Middleton was confounded : 


But Mrs. Dubois, who Attention now re- 
| turned 
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turned to the Buſineſs they came about, 
would not expoſtulate nor excuſe the young 
Lady; but began to examine the Laces, 
and renew her Enquiry about Mrs. Williams. 
The Opportunity for Intelligence was now 
loſt; and to her firſt Queſtion ſhe received 
for Anſwer, I know nothing more of Mrs. 
Hilkams than of any other of my Work- 
women; I don't make them my Compa- 
nions; they do my Buſineſs, and I pay them 
for it. Mrs. Dubois laid down the Lace, 
paid for what they had bought, and leſt the 
Shop, pitying and deſpiſing the Vanity, Ig- 
Dorance, and Avarice of the Milliner. 
Miſs Middleton propoſed going home 
without farther Enquiry ; but Mrs. Dubois, 
more intent, upon beiog ſatisfied, went into 
a Linen-draper' s Shop. A thin, meagre, 
grave Man was behind the Counter : They 


aſked to ſee ſome Printed Cottons; and, 
while 


* 
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while Miſs Middleton was making her Choice, 
Mrs. Dubois aſked if he knew Mrs. Wil. 
liams? He ſighed, without anſwering, till 
the Lady had done expecting an Anſwer. 
At laſt, however, he ſaid, I do, Madam, 
and have known her ſome Years. The 
Lady proceeded, Pray, Sir, has ſhe not a 
Daughter that wants a Place? Your Ap» 
pearance and Knowledge of them give me 
Room to hope that my Enquiry will be can- 
didly anſwered... The young Woman has 
not been long in Town, I hear, and has No- 
body to give her a Character. You know, 
Sir, ſome Caution is neceſſary in hiring Ser- 
vants. Another Sigh, and a ſhort Silence 
preceded the Word Character, which he pro- 
nounced with a ſtrong Emphaſis, and then 
added, I can give her none; I ſpeak well 
of People, or hold my Tongue: Her Fa- 
ther was a conſtant Hearer of the Goſpel ; 
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he fought the good Fight; he ſought, and 
found the one Thing needful; his Soul is at 
Reſt; no rebellious Children, nor crue} 
Wife, can now diſturb his Peace. He was 
going on with dark Intimations, which ſeem- 
ed to import, that ſomething extremely 
wicked had been acted by the Mother and 
Daughter, when Mrs. Dubois ſtopped him 
with ſaying, Does the Goſpel, does Chriſtia- 
nity, does your new Religion, teach you 
this jeſuitical Way of wounding, in the moſt 
effectual Manner, the Characters of your 
Neighbours? But Pl! fruſtrate your Views, 

. by-enquiring of themſelves the Reaſon of 
your partial Malice. 

Miſs Middleton, who had found nn 
a Mind, was at the Door: They ao- 
cordingly left the Tradeſman to his Medi- 
tations, and turned back in order to go 
e the young Lady expreſſing ſome 
Wonder 
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but Mrs. "Dubois obſerving it it was s nothing 
new to her; for ſhe had long n 
the Prejudice and Caprice of Mankind. As 
The faid this, they ſaw a batidfotne Chandler * 
Shop; and 5 good: looking Woman behind 
the Counter. Mrs. Dubols went in to "Buy 


ſome Tea and Sugar, refolving to make « one 
Tl more. "She firſt aſked what Religion 
the Liner draper profeſſed. Tbe Woman 
ſmiled, till ſhe repeated her Queſtion 'S and 
then anſwered, He profeſſes Chriſtianity, 
but! it Is a new Sort; : for he tells all his Cul- 
tamers that they are in a State of Damog- 


tion, vhile his own Sins are e blotted our. 


F# 4 i 


eill 2 has loſt his Buſineſs, and Jig Senſes 
too, I think, for be is quite ruined, -without 
regarding it; al the Neighbourhood are 


concerned for his x: poor ( Children. This 00 
as, / <4) Saks E Account 
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Account encou raged Mrs. Dubois to enquire 
what ſhe knew of Mrs. Williams. The 
Woman ſaid, She had no Acquaintance 
with her bot, as a Cuſtomer, ſhe had 
found her firialy honeſt; and both the 
Mother and Daughter were certainly very 
jnduſtrious and ſober, and, to all Appear- 
ance, religious Women. She believed, in- 
deed, from their ynuſual Gravity, they had 
met with ſome heavy Affliction; but they 
never complained, E. 

The Ladies thanked her for her friendly 
Information, and returned home, where they 
| found the young Woman waiting for them. 
Mrs. Wuick and the Linen-draper had excited 
4 Curioſit ity in Mrs. Dubois, which ſhe ex- 
pected to gratify, by deſiring Sally Williams 
to give ſome Account of her Parepts, and 
where ſhe had been in the Country ; But, to 
Prevent her being ſhocked at this Requeſt, 
the acded, As you have not been a Seryant, 

::  _ 
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you are perhaps a Stranger to all chat be- 
longs to the hiring” them. It is uſual to 
have a Character, either from their late Mif- 
treſs, or {me Perſon of Credit; but as you 
have named no one to whom we might apply, 
we reaſonably expect à candid Account 
from yourſelf. Don't be afraid of ſpeaking 
the Truth z if your Judges are partial, it is 
in your F avour. We wiſh to find you equal 
to our Deſires: When young myfelf, I 
erred in my Conduct, and ſuffered for it; 
my Judgment v was weak, but my Heart, was 
honeſt. I found, by. Experience, that, the 
neareſt Relations forget Aﬀnity, when Dif: 
creſs calls for their Aſſiſtance. Lou, per- 
haps, have experienced this as well as me: 


I 1 


I would encourage you; for 1 ſee. you are 
intimidated ; don t burry yourſelf, nor let 
Fear precipitate you into little Evaſions, 
which your deliberate Thought muſt diſdain : 
recollect yourſelf, and come een 


% 
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Mrs. Dubois continued this Speech, be- 
cauſe ſhe law Sally's. Confuſion from. har 


firſt Interrogation. But the poor Girl, re · 
covered, by che Words and Countenance.of 
the humane Queriſt, anſwered, I believe, 
Madam, * can anſwer what you demand of 
me as well To- day as To- morrow, for 
Truth requires no Deliberation ; But I am 
afraid you'll think me tedious, if I. repeat 
the Cauſe at large of the only Action in my 
| Conduct which requires your Lenity. The 
Ladies declared they would not; and the 


began, with faying 8 i; 2th 
"My Father v was a Warchmaker, and kived 
very near Moorfelds.” He began Buſineſs 
' with little or no F ortune : A large Family 
of Children prevented his growing , fich; 


bur his Ingenuity, Induſtry, a and laregriy, 
Hi 


| gained h. him many Friends. When 1 was 


ae eleren n Years old he took an A ppren- 
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endeared him ſo much to m Parents, that 
he appeared to Strangers as their Child, 

and a Brother to us Children. 1 lived with 
mm as his Siſter for ſome Tears: 1 have 
often heard my Father ſay, he believed him 
to be the beſt Apprentice in England: His 
Capacity and Induſtry, with the Sweetneſs 
of his Diſpoſition could not be excelled, 
and very rarely equalled. This was his 
Character. We were all happy till the Be- 
ginning of his laſt Year, when a Jew, a re- 
puted rich Man, whoſe Debt to my Father 
was ſome hundred Pounds, left England pri- 
yately, and carried his Effects to' Conflanti> 
nople.-. The Conſternation this cauſed in our 
Family is not to be expreſſed: He had, for 
ſome Tears, taken large Quantities of 
Watches for Exportation, and by doing 
this. had engroſſed the Whole of my Pas 
8 | E 3 chers 
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ther” S Buſineſs, 3 who now found Mace not 


worth a a Guinea, with five Children. I was 
the oldeſt, having Juſt. then entered. my 
eighteenth Year. fl bomas' s Grief, equalled 
our ou; but be did not ſink under it as 
my. F ather did, who wanted Fortitude to 
encounter Misfortunes. The young Man 
endeavoured to comfort him, ſaying, He 
hoped his Ruin was not inevitable: His ex- 
cellent Character, with a cloſe Application to 
| Buſineſs, might retrieve his Affairs. But 
my Father's conſtant Anſwer was, I have no 
Money; -my:Lofs is public; I cannot -aſk 
Ctedit. A total Neglect of ' Buſineſs was 
the Conſequence of this Thought. A few 
Weeks, we lived in Miſery, till one Day 
Thomas aſked my Father's Leave to go out 
before Pinner: He might have gone with- 
out aſking, for he had no Work. He ſtayed 
above two Hours: We were all ſurprized 
8 19013 8 * | x 
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at it; for! in his whole Apprenticeſhip he had 
riot ſpent ſo much Time from home, with- 
out acquainting my Father with the 
cauſe, We were juſt rifing from Table 
when he entered the Room; I ſaw. Joy 
ſparkle in his Eyes, which se a me from 
extreme Anxiety; for indeed T loved hind 
tenderly. He immediately pulled a little 
Canvas Bag out of his Pocket, and pouring 
4 hundred Guineas out of it, ſald to my Fa- 
ther, Here, Sir, this Money wit enable us 
to enter into Buſineſs with Credit. 1 always 
told you ſome unforeſeen good Fortune 
| would recompenfe your Honeſty. A ſud. 
den Joy dilated every Heart: My Mother 
flew to him, and catching him in lrer Arms, 
called him her dear Son. My Father, in 
Amazement, ſaid, But where, and upon 
what Terms, have you procured it? "He 
anfwered, It is my own, and my alt; I with 
E 4 Ic 
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9 0rd! 


it was ten Times as much, you mou have 
it. 1 have, with great Difficulty, prevailed | 
on my. Father” $ Executor to let me have it 
before am of Age to demand it. My Fa- 
ther now, in his Turn, embraced him, call- 
ing bim excellent young Man; z and added, 
If 1 abuſe. this Truſt, I muſt be a Wretch 
undeſerving of of Pity : But how can I re» 
compznle tis Goodnels, this unmerited, Ge- 
nerolity „At theſe Words 7 bomas broke 
| from, his Arms, and coming to me, faid, 
Give me this dear Girl; ſhe is herſelf a ſuffi, 
; 105 Recompence far all the Riches in the 
3 We Vorld. 4 am aſhamed, Ladies, to repeat 
this; but they were his very Words. 
Here a ſudden Guſh of Tears ſtopped 
her Narrative: Miſs Middleton's tender 
Heart melted; ſhe wiped: her Eyes, and 
Mas ſilent. But Mrs. Dubois comſorted 
Selb); called for Chocolate, and bid her 
deler 
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defer the remaining Part of ber Storr ul 
Afternoon,” faying, * Vo- Haft dine here, 
and T hope continue witfrüs, till better For- 
tune calls you away. Hay ſobded out with 
much ado; Better Fortune, Madam No; 
Fortune cannot repay the Injury ſhe las 
done me. My Deſires reach no farther than 
to get my Living in Setviee; and; if you 
think me wörthy of the Place I now come 
after, it will ſatisfy my Wiſhes. The La- 
dies aſſured her of it, and went to Dinner. 
Their Curloſity was at the higheſt Pitch, 
from what can her preſent Wretchedneſ 
proceed. Mrs. Dubois often Haid, It cannet 
de her Fault; and if her Lover has been a. 
Villain, what Man is to be truſted; © / 
In the Afternoon Say was obliged to be- 
gin her Story in the Midſt of the tender 
Scene that Thomas's Genierolity had pro- 
| ew She aſſumed as much Fortitude'as 7 
E 5 Nature 


bo ll 7 » 
- * 3 

- * + 4 — 5 n ET) «os 4” as n 4 
222 BCT: wx © 44 
amr. - - —_ — _ © FR 2 

— 14 — "> 
_ — hs * 2 * 8 5 A 
„ 


= _ ” * * 
_ : . 9 Sas = a 

. KY — 9 
— > —— —PUë2Itr — 9 — — —Bx—— — 63 
= — — ct _ 4 wo — a 

— = a — - — a — - x 
v ' * 
2 - 1 


—— 


bag, I give her to thee. May the Reward 
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Nature. allowed her, and began with: ſaying, 
I lef Thomas waiting for an. Anſwer. from 


| my. Father, who. immediately roſe from his 
Seat, and. cOMPe to us, joined our: Hands, 


faying, With as much Willingneſs, and Joy 
as I can receiye the greateſt temporal BleF 


of Virtue attend you both through Life! 
vou are deſerving .of each other: I have 
long with Pleaſure beheld your mutual Love, 
and- one Addition to my late Misfortyne 
was, that I was rendered by it incapable of 
giving, wich my Approbation, a Fortune in 


ſome Meaſure adequate to your Merit. Af- 
ter this, a great many tender Expreſſions, in 

which my Mother joined, were repeated. 
1 Was lent, but my Heart can never 
again fee] thoſe Senſations of Joy which. I 


in vain ſtrove ta hide. Perhaps what. I 
have now. laid may appear trifling or need- 
leſs; 
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less ; but the Sequel of my melancholy 
Story will ſhew my Reafon for being s parti- 
cular in this Part of it. 

My Father, from this Time, recovered 
his drooping Spirirs, and applied himſelf to 
Buſineſs: Thomas redoubled his Diligence; 
their Induftry was 'crowned' with Succeſs ; 
Trade increaſed daily; the whole Neigli- 


bourhood congratulated my Father upon his 
his chearful Application; and the Doctor 


of our Pariſi. no ſobner heard that Buſineſs 
was renewed, than he came and beſpoke' a 
Gold Watch, and glving my Father a Bank- 
bill for twenty Pounds, ſaid, I am no Strat 
ger to your great Loſs; this is of no Uſe to 
me; I chooſe to pay for my Watch now, 
but"don*t let this hurry you to finiſh it; T 
am in no Want of it; ſerve” every other 
Cuſtomer fitſt; I can wait with Pleaure, 
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provided the Cauſe be, as I hope it will 
prove, a  Multiplicity c of Demands. 

This was an unexpected Addition to my 
Father's {mall Stock: Our whole Family 
appeared in the higheſt State of carchly Hap: 
pineſs: Our great Loſs was forgotten. To- 
mas would often deſire my Father to fix a 
Time for our Marriage; but he ſtill ſaid, It 
is Time enough when your Apprenticeſhip i is 

expired ;, wait with Pleaſure z no Accident 
but Death can intervene to prevent it; 1 

- Fould, not giveher fro m you to the beſt 
Lord i in the Land. | Theſe, were certainly 
his, Sentiments at that Time: He was a 
good Man, but of a timorous Diſpoſition 
alas, changed the beſt of Fathers and Maſ- 
ters into the crueleſt Tyrant. We had been 
vyſed, before our Misfortunes, to walk every 
Sunday Afternoon (if the Weather would 


permit) 
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permit) into the Fields for ye Benefi of 
the Air and Exerciſe, We began to do it 
again, and were croſſing Moorfields, when 
the Sky ſuddenly clouded, and it began to 
rain. Several People were going to hear a 
celebrated Methodiſt Preacher. In a fatal 
Hour my Father, was inclined to follow 
them for Shelter only. My Mother . was 
indifferent about it; but Tm oppoſed it 
ſtrenuouſiy: 1 aſked. his Reaſon; he ſaid, 
My Father's: Mind was in a State of Imbe- 
cility, and ſuſceptible of Imprefions, which 
at another Time would not affect i it. This 
prophetic Fear I diſregarded, and deſired 
him to ceaſe his Importunity, and go in with 
us. He yielded, but with ſuch Reluctance, 
that I thought him almoſt ridiculous. . There 
was a great Crowd of Hearers, chiefly, of 
the lower Sort of People. My Father and 


Mother preſſed forward to hear the Preacher: 
1 was 
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I was content to ſtand behind with Thomas, 
while he expreſſed his Fears every time the 
Preacher thundered out the Words Hell 
amd Damnation, which he often did with a 
tremendous Voice. My Father came out 
with a ſolemn Countenance, and refuſed 
(though the Rain was over) to go any far 
ther. He was followed home by two of 
their infatuated Bigots, who fixed the Ruin 
of our Family irremediably, while Thomas, 
myſelf, and my oldeſt Brother, went to 
Hornſey. The bow {ll were long, and the 
Evening pleafanr, which kept us paſt our 
'ufoal Time; We did not return till near 
Fen O'Clock; yet we found the two Bro- 
thers, as they called themſelves, with our 
Fither, - They left him when we entered 
the Houſe; but called on him the next Day, 
and every Day, ſometimes twice or thrice a 


Day. He always lefe his Work, and went 
with: 
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with them to their Meetings. My poor 
Mother too, out of the great Regard ſhe 
had for my Father, was perſuaded to fol 
low him, and leave her Children weeping at 
home; for \Tbomas had influenced my Bro- 
ther and me ſo powerfully againſt their ruin 
ous.Principles, that no Perſuaſion, nor even 
Threats, could make us join them. 
From that Time my Father never thought 
of Buſineſs: In vain were Thomas's Remon- 
ſtrances ; in vain were the Proſpects of Ruin 
he had laid before him ; he diſregarded them 
all, he ſaid, for the one Thing needſul. If 
he was reminded of his former: Piety, Cha- 
rity, and Integrity (for indeed he had lived 
a regular and good Life) he would: anſwer, 
dhat all his Righteouſneſs was as filthy Rags, 
and that he did not yet know Chriſt, nor 
was he in a State of Salvation, till the Holy 
| Ghoſt was manifeſted unto him. In the 

"ak Purſuit 
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Purſuitiof this he ſpent his whole Time. He 
read in their Books of ſtrange Converſins; 
of Voices and Viſions having: been ſeen and 
heard, and Miracles being wrought by theit 
inſpired Preachets. He believed it all: His 
Infatuation was ſo great, and his new Prin- 
d jples ſo uncharitable, that they excluded all 
the Ties of Nature; parontal Affection 
ceaſed h myſelf and my dear Brother would 
not, indeed we could not, follow che Faith 
of our bigotted Parent: Vet e behaveil 
with, Humbleneſs to hini, but found his for- 
mer Love was turned into ſomething worſe 
than Indifference. His Commands were 
harſh and arbitrary: He even proceeded to 
ſay, that Thamas was in a State of-Reprobas 
tion, and kept us from Redemption. He 
confined me from ſpeaking to him, nor had 
I found an Opportunity of doing it for three 
Days, before I heard my Father ſay, giving 
201100 him 
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him a Letter, Take this to Tower-Hill as di- 
rected. He gave me a tender Lock, and 
went out never more to return. 

Here again Sally's Tears ſtopped her 
Voice for ſome Time. The Ladies did not 
interrupt her with aggravating Conſolation : ' 
They waited till her Burſt of Sorrow was 


over, and RecolleQion brought her again 
to aſk Pardon for breaking off her Narra- 


tive with involuntary Tears. Her Apologics 
were needleſs ; the Ladies gave her every 


Mark of kind Indulgence and Pity. Thus 
encouraged, ve proceede ed ; We never AY 
nor heard from him more. - My Grief di- - 
ſtrated me 3 my Mother and Brother had 
their Share of Concern but my Father 
called us Fools for regretting the Loſs of a 
Reprobate, whom neither Love nor Friend: 
ſhip could withhold from Ingratitude: I was 
forced to ſtile my Sorrow, and mourn in 
* till my Father commanded me to 

prepare 
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prepare myfaf to marry one of his Metho- 
diſt Friends. The Man had often looked 
at me with ſomething more amorous in his 
Countenance, though not ſo tender as poor 
Wa uſed to do. Ti his had made me 
contract a Hatred towards him, becauſe he 
had a Wife. With this Objection I thought 
to fi lence my Father; but he immediately 
replied, His Marriage 3 is by Law of none 
Effect: He was married : at the Savoy ſoon 
after the Marriage-AR was made, and it 
has ſince been proved, that, according to 
that Law, thoſe Marriages are not binding, 


| Here 1 interrupted my Father without a due 

Regard to Obedience ; and cried, But where 
is t the Conſcience of that Wretch, who wants 
the Laws of Man t confine hip to the Per- 
formance of the Vox which he ſwore at the 
Altar of God ? Did not he then believe his 

Marriage had the Sanction of the Law? the 
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vile Subterfuge, to which he flies to diſſolve 
it, is as deteſtable as himſelf, My Father's 
Patience was exhauſted; he called me obſtinate 
Fool, ſaying, I was a wicked and rebellious 
Child, who refuſed the offered Means of 
Salvation, and perſevered in regarding an 
unawakened Sinner, who had fled from me 
to be at Liberty to purſue his vile Courſes. 
My intended Huſband came into the Room, 
and joined my Father in um ern 
and perſuading me. 

I ceaſed to anfwer them; but was crying 
bittetly, when a violent knocking at the 
Door alarmed us all. My Brother opened 
it, and Mrs. Elliot, Themas's Mother, burſt 
into the Room, in a perfect Agony of De- 
ſpair: She flew to my Father, and, I be- 
lieve, would have ſtruck him, if ſhe had 
not been withheld by his Friend. But this 


did not prevent her from venting her Rage 
7: in 


Father fad to her; but he and bis Friend 
both left the Room. My Mother hearing 


* The Min 0:12 8, 
in Language which nothing but ſuch an 


| eee forced her to uſe :; for ſhe 


called my Father a villainous Hypocrite, 
ſaying, he had ruined her only Child, the 
beſt of young Men, by cauſing him to be 
pre ſſed, and carried forcibly out of the Na- 
tion, and by repreſenting him as a wicked 


and dangerous Reprobate, had made him 
ſoffer eee 8 on the n 
of Vagrants. ; 

My Aftoniſhment md Grief Maeda me 
of my Reaſon: I did not hear what my 


che Noiſe, came down Stairs : J found ſhie 
was a Stranger to the vile Action: Her 
Tears flowed at hearing it; and ſhe has 
ſince told me, That it was the firſt Thing 
Which recalled her Reaſon, and made her 


begin to conſider the contradictory Tenets 
n. | held. 
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held by, the.new: Secteries. Mts." Elbot's 
Paſſion ſubſided in a Flood of: Trars; and, 
before the left the Houſe, ſaid, Her Son had 
wrote to her from Phmouth juſt as he was 
failing for America 3 4 Letter; ſhe added, 
which would have broke my Heart imme- 
diately, if Anger had not ſupported me to 
reach London to upbraid your Father, and 
comfort you. He deſires me to take you 
Home with me, and to conſider you as my 
own Child. I will do it, my dear Sally; 
my dear Tommy's Sally, come and leave your 
cruel! unnatural Father; you ſhall ares 
with mein my laſt Shilling, NY 

Me were alone when ſhe ſaid this; I 
would bave left my Father's. Houſe,” and 
gone wich her immediately, had not my 
Mother's Concern at parting with us re- 
trained me from taking ſuch a Step: But 1 
promiſed to follow her if my Mother would 
| 2 give 
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give her Conſent, or my Father grow more 
importunate in his unreaſonable Commands. 
Both as I expected happened: My Father, 
rageous. My Mother gave me a little Mo- 
ney, for ſhe could ſpare but little. Thomas's 
hundred Pounds, and the good Doctor's 
twenty, were daily waſting. My Father 
was often called upon to ſubſcribe among his 
new Brethren, beſides the continual enter- 
taining two or three of his enlightened Bro- 
thers, as he called them. This, without 
any Trade to ow why n on biz 
Ruin. ail! % 
Tbomas had Ief all his - Books, among 
which, were Milton's Paradiſe Loft, with 
Gerbard's Maditationi, atid other Books 
of Divinity. His Mother at parting de- 
fired me to ſend or bring them with me. 
I went into a Cloſet where they were left to 
& © "ke 
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rakes them out; but they were not there; 1 
enquired for t them, and found that my Fa- 
ther bad ſold them all to purchaſe others 
that were publiſhed by his new Directors. 
This Piece of Injuſtice pravoked, me to ex- 
poſtulate with him on the Subject; but he 
bore it calmly, ſaying, they were profane, 
and the Divinity not ſound Doctrine, being 
wrote by carnal Preachers, who underſtood 
not the Goſpel. 1 his melancholy. Change 
in him, and the certain Ruin of his F amily, 


almoſt diſtracted me. I left the Houſe in 
A Kind. of Deſpair, and arrived at Mrs, El- 
liot's in a bad State of Health: I found. a 


Mother in her, and ſtayed with her two 
Years ; but we never heard from 7 homas. 


The Ship in which he vent was loft, and 
Part of the Crew periſhed. She mourned 
for him as dead, and I fear it is but too cer- 
tain that he is actually la, 


Mrs. 
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f Mis. Elliot had a Niece, whom ſhe had 
brought up And loved tenderly. She Was 


” Ti, San Woman, when the 
21 of 7 bomas's Mistortune, preſſed her 
Aunt to leave England, and come t to her. 
At the fame Time I had a melancholy Ac- 


count of my Father s Death, and the low 


Condition of my poor Mother. This, with 


Mrs. Ele? 8 Incapacity to follow ber Buſi- 


neſs, (for Grief had brought her into a very 


weak Condition) determined us to part. If 
Thad not had a Mother to comfort and al. 


ft; I would have gone with her; J for the 


Separation affected us both, as we never ex- 


* to meet again. 1 found my Mother 


| Juſt fecovering out of a Fit of Sickneſs 


which had reduced her very much: She had 
even parted with her neceſſary Clothing : 1 


brought twenty Pounds with me, which 
2 2 
was 
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was half of Mrs. Elliot's Subſtance. I re- 
deemed my Mother's Things, and we en- 


deavoured to get a Living together; but 
finding that cannot be done, I am reſolved 
to go to Service, and, by denying myſelf 
every Indulgence, ſpare Part of my "Wages 
toward paying her Rent. 

Here Sally ceaſed, expecting to hear 
what the Ladies would determine concern- 
ing her. They were pleaſed to hear, that 
her only Fault had been refuſing to obey 
her Father in his extravagant Commands, 
and leaving his Houſe. She was immediately 
hired, and her Wages advanced above the 
common Standard, to encourage her in the 
laudable Deſign of aſſiſting her Mother. A 
Day was appointed for her to come and 
ſtay. In the mean time ſhe was diſmiſſed 
with 'a Heart as full of Satisfaction as her 
diſappointed e would admit of. 

Vor. I. F 


Mr. 
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Mir. Zee had an only Son juſt called to the 
Bar, a young Gentleman poſſeſſed of many 
valuable Accompliſhments. Miſs Middle- 
tors. amiable Perſon, her Modeſty, and 
ſweet Diſpoſition, made the old Gentleman 
| often ſay to Mrs. Dubois, I wiſh this young 
Lady had a Vacancy in her Heart that would 
admit: the Idea of my Son to fill it. His 
Fortune in Time will equal hers; bat, 
with ſuch a ſtrong Prepoſſeſſion, I candot 
expect nor deſire it. I have named her to 
him; hut he declines ſeeing her, and ſtays 
continually at his Chambers. | Mrs. Dubois 
acquieſced with Mr. Lee in this Thought, 
ſometimes ſaying, Perhaps two Years ſpent 
in che Country may make her forget her 


98 


preſent Paſſion. I can't help thinking there 
is ſomething ſimilar in their Minds and 
Manners, and am not without ſome Hope 
that you will at * call her * 

Lag 4 Every 
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Every thing was preparing for their 
Journey; but Mrs. Dubois had not forgot 
Thomas Bell. She deſired Mr. Lee to go to 
the Inn, and enquire of himſelf in what Way 
ſhe could be ſerviceable to him. The Land- 
lady's ſordid Behaviour, ſhe knew, muſt be 
very diſagreable to the Generoſity of his 
Heart. The young Man was not at home 
when Mr. Lee came to the Ian; but his 
Miſtreſs very complaiſantly deſired him to 
go into her Room behind the Bar, and ft 
down ; adding, I erpects him back every 
Minute, he's gone about ſome Buſineſs, for © 
T zrafts him with all my Affairs. Mr. Lee 
called for Wine, and taking a Neæus· paper, 
lat down, and heard a Converſation, whith 
ſhall be given in his own: Words. He wait- 
ed a conſiderable Time; then leaving a Di- 
rection with one of the Servants, he returned 
dane, and told the Ladies that he had not 
F 2 ſeen 
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ſcen the young Man, though he had ſtaid a 
Jong Time without thinking it lo. They 
deeſired to know what he could poſſibly meet 
with in ſuch a Houſe to divert him: A 
Dialegue, he anſwered, which I have trea- 
lured up in my Mind to repeat to you. 
The Ladies deſited to hear it; and he, 
alter recounting the Manner of his Recep- 
tion, faid, I had not fat five Minutes be- 
fore the Landlady was called out of the 
Bar; but ſhe returned immediately, bringing 
with her a well looking middle-aged Wo- 
man. The firſt Words I heard her ſay 
were, I ſhou'd be glad of your Company; 
but if you won't lay here, come into the 
Bar, and ſer down and drink a Glaſs of 
- Wind; but I thinks you mought ſtay one 
Night with me; I have a little wacan- 


Time, and that's a Rarity in this here 
Houle. - Her Couſin (for ſo ſhe called her) 
| | drank 
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drank a Glaſs of Wine, while the Landlady 
examined her Dreſs; and then ſaid, taking 
hold of her Gown, This here Cotton is wery 
handſom, it looks like brigaded Silk: But 
have you ſeen the King and Queen fince 
you come to Town, Couſin ? Her Rela- 
tion anſwered, No; but J ſuppoſe you have, 
Couſin: Yes, I /ee'd them, and paid for it; 
J goes to the Play to ſee them with ſome 
Gentlepeople of my Acquaintance; ſo we 
gets in with ſcrouging and ſqueeging, but ſuch 
a Conqueſt of People I never ſee'd before. 
When' we come out, there was no Coach 
to be got, and a rude illiterate Fellor puſbes 
me againſt one of the Poſtes, and throws 
me down, and there I hurts one of my 
Mriſtes, and ftrains a Sinner in my Foot. 
Here ſhe was ſtopped by a Gentleman de 
firing a Candle to ſeal a Letter. | She ordered | 
a wy to carry him one; and added, Be 
| 4 c. 
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fure, Sirrah, you Puts it out with the Diftin- 
guiſber; for I bates a Candle turned up- 
ſide down. Then to her Couſin ſhe ſaid, 
Tou can't think how Servants plagues me; 
have but one good one in the Houſe, and 
that's a Man. She was beginning to rail 
at the owdactous Creturs, as ſhe called them, 
when a pretty moceſt Girl came to aſk her 
ſome Queſtionsz which ſhe anſwered in a 
harſh Tone, and ſent her away. Her Cou- 
fin obſerved. the Girl, and ſaid, Is not that 
my Coulin Betty's Daughter ? She's like 
her, very pretty. The Bar Lady replied, 
drawing up herſelf. with a ſcornful Smile, 
Pretty ! do you call. her? I ſees no Pretti- 
neſs in her, not I; nor I zo/e no Goodneſs 
of her. I ſent her for ſome Vinegar when 
| we were at Dinner To-day; and there was 
two Men ft in the Street; fo ſhe Hands to 
look at them. A Servant Maid that was 
| taking 
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taking ſomething out of the Bar; as ſhe ſaid 
this, interrupted her very modeſtly, ſaying; 
Indeed, Madam, Miſs could not get into 
the Shop, the Crowd was ſo great that ſne 
was forced to wait. A little While. Why; | 
you owdacious lying "Hufly! I ſe her 
myſelf, for I went to the Pinder; but they 
all zakes the Part of this Bere Girl, and bei- 
vers her Faults; but I wod put an End 
to it, only ſhe's To vaſt little of her Age, 
that No-body u take Her for a Servant, 
and ſhe's an idle Cretar, All Winter ſhe 
for in the Chimley Corner, pretending ſhe 
had an Egur. Here the Servant leaving 
the Bar, faid ſoftly, So the had, and a very 
bad one too. i 

Mr. Lee went on ſaying, This Couſin, 1 
found, was a Stranger i in Toun, by enquir- 


ing if her Couſin Betty was living? No, her 
cruel Siſter anſwered, She died three Years 


e F + ago, 
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| ago, miſerably poor. Her Huſband was a 
Milain, and robbed her of every thing, and 
then he leaves her; ſo ſhe comes here to get 
ſomething.: Horeſomdever, I knows better, 
for I takes care of myſelf, and bids her go to 
Sarvice. | Soon after here comes a Man 
three or four Days ſucceſsfully, and ſays, 
ſhe's very bad; but I noe there's a many 
Cheats in the World, ſo I never minds him, 
til this here Jame Girl comes roaring, and 
fays her Mother's a dying. Indeed 1 
moug bt 4. wen,, and I wou'd F before, 
if I had node ſhe had deen ſo bad; but then 
1 goes, | and I takes and carries with me a 

Bortle of Wind, and finds her dead. The: 
Girl roars, and a Blackgard Woman begins 


1 
+ Fi 
— 
3 
4 


| Fi 
1 


to abuſe me; ſo I gives them the ind, 
and comes and leaves them. Three Days 
after comes the Overſcer, and ſays my Sit, 
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you not to get her one 3 ſo he falls abuſir ing 
me, and ſays, If my Siſter had a Wilain to 


ther's Conſent, and was always his Darling 


and, if he had not been ſuperannated, he 
would not haye left me all, and cut her off with 
a Guinea. So he talks ſomething of going to 
Law about the Will, bur J defes him; ſo 


he goes and ſends me this bere Girl. 1 
wou' d 4. put her to live with an old Batchel- 


gor that comes here every Day, and c, 


'3 


her; but ſhe has the Impudence to "Tay As | 


how he wants her for no good Inde. I be- 
lieve ſome Folks puis it into her Head that 
Part of this Houle is her*n, but it's no more 
ber 'n than it's your n, Couſin. I am ſure 


ſhe coſtes me Money enough in Schooling z 
I would a-larnt her French myſelf if 1 had 
Time; for 1 noſe every thing, Couſin. 
I uſes to be a monſtrous Reader, and I has 

F 3 ſuedd 
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her Huſband, ſhe married with my Fa- 
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ſuch a Cuppacity, that my poor dear Father 
ſent me to France for Education, So I ſtays 
there three Zear; and I talks, writes, and 
under flands the French Tongue almoſt as 

wel as. does the Engl/b. Here comes a 

Gentleman yeſterday, and ſays, Pray, Miß, 
does you talk French? I ſays, Yes, Sir; ſo 
he begins, and we zalks an Hour, and he 
Was fo pleaſed, that he laughs all the Time. 
Her Couſin, Mr. Lee added, I believe, was 


55 heartily tired; for ſhe roſe. up to go, but 


the Lady pulled her down, proteſting that 
he ſhou'd cata Bit of Meal Cutlet with her; 
and calling to the Cook, ſaid, Cut ſome 
nice Cutlets off that there Meal, and take 
this bere Lemon, and make haſte, while 

1 ſhews my Couſin the Houſe, 
| Tbe remaining Part of her Eloquence I 
loſt ; for they left the Bar, and I left a Di- 
rection for the EPO Man to come here To- 
| 5, | morrow 
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morrow Morning. The Cruelty ef the 
Landlady to her Siſter ſhocked the Ladies: 
The poor Girl they pitied, and wiſhed 

ſomething could be done for her. Mr. 
Lee anſwered, 1 am almoſt certain the 
Father's Will might be ſet aſi de; but 
then the Girl's Father will inherit : How- 
ever, Pt talk to 7 bomas about it To-mor- 
row. ak dg 
"Seth Willians had been two or ide 
Days. with Miſs Middleton, and in every 
thing gave Satisfaction. The whole Family 
were pleaſed with her. T bomas Bell came 
the next Morning, i in full ExpeCtazion of 
ö ſomething more material than the Service | 
Mrs. Dubois intended to do him. He 
was genteely dreſſed, and his Countenance 
extremely chearful; but when he ſaw the 
Ladies he appeared diſappointed, They ws 
ben. to acknowledge their Obligation to g 
"IR F 6 a. 
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him; and Mrs. Dubois was, juſt beginning 


2410 


to aſk | how ſhe. could — it n Sally 
came into che Room to bring her Lady her 
Snuff. box: : She opened, the Door, and 
ſtood till; ; T homas turned his F ace towards 
ber! ſhe ſcreamed with Surprize, and let the 
Box fall : He ran to her, and caught her in 
his Arms, calling her his dear Salh. The 


Ladies were at no K who he was: 


They ſlipped out of ;the F Room, leaving tl the 


. ad the happy I 


Lovers at Liberty t to enjoy the, Pleaſure of, 
this unlooked For. Interview. It was py 
an Hour before. Sally thought, of carry. 
ing her Lady the Snuff. box. When the 
eame tober, ſhe was extremely confuſed, and. 
| begged Pardon, ſaying, The unexpected 
Sight of her Father's Apprentice had ſur- 
prized her ſo much that ſhe had forgot i it. 
She was eaſily excuſed, and covgratulated, 
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They then went into the Parlour, where 
Thomas was ſtanding in a perfect Rapture. 
Mr. Lee obſerved, That if Sally had named 
Thomas Bell, they ſnould have immediately 
thought he was the Perſon; but his Mo- 
ther's Name being Elliot, prevented an ear- 
lier Eclaireiſſement. That Name, the young 


Man ſaid, came from a ſecond Marriage. 
The next Thing that puzzled them was his 
being Servant i in an Inn: But he cleared up 
all, by ſaying, L have loſt the Uſe of one of 
my Fingers on my Right-hand, which has 
made, me incapable of following my Trade. 
1 was ſhipwreck'd in North America, and 
endured, great Hardlhips a long Time 
among the Savages, till a Merchant“ s Ship 
brought me to England almoſt naked, and 
without Money. In that Condition I went | 
to my Maſter's Houſe, but i in all the Neigh- 


bourhood I could not hear where my Miſ- 
treſs 


110 The Mu erxs of 
treſs nor any of the Children were. I wrote 
to my Mother, but had no Anſwer: I wrote 
again to a Friend of hers, who ſent me 
Word, that ſhe was gone to Ireland, and 
Sally was come to London; a Shipmate took 
me to Mrs. Gawl's Inn, and paid for . 
Lodging. She took notice of me, and pro- 
poſed buying me Clothes, if I would live 
with her. I was deſtitute and miſerable, 12 
conſented. 1 have been with her four 
Months: Her exceſſive Civility has forced. 


me to be grateful; but J neither liked the 
. Houſe nor the Miſtreſs. My poor Maſter's 


Family, and in particular Sally, was never 
out of my Thoughts : ; Yeſterday 3 ſpent. 
three Hours in Search of them; and, I muſt 
own, that when 1 came here, hoping to 
hear ſomething of them, 1 could not hide 


my Diſappointment, however ungrateful 
and Fade I might _ 


The 
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The good Company deſired no Apolo- 
gies. Mr. Lee's Thou ghts were full of the 
pretty Girl: He wiſhed to releaſe her from 
the, Tyranny of her Aunt, and aſked Mr. 
Bell if there was a Poſſibility of doing it ? 
Certainly, he replied z there is no leſs than. 

five old Servants, who are ready to make 
Affidavit. that the old Man had been quite 
ſuperannuated, and acted as a meer Idiot 
for two Years before that Will was made 
which cut off his Daughter Bey; and that, 
in a former Will, he had made her equal 
with his other Daughter; only he had left 
her Share in Traft with the Executors, to 
prevent her Huſband's {pending it. He 
added, Her Huſband is now dead, and the 
poor Girl has no Friend. No Friend! Mr. 
Lee replied, I'll be her Friend, and ſearch 
into it immediately. They would not detain 
> In Mr. 
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Mr. Bell, nor prevent Sally's going with 
him to her Mother, as ſhe deſired it. 

When they were gone, Mrs. Dubois ſaid, 

What can we do for theſe young People? 

The Misfortune of his Finger is irreparable. 

Why, put them in a Coffee-houſe, anſwered 

Mr. Lee; and here's a very good one in 

this Neighbourhood, which I can procure 

for them. The People in it have made 
their Fortune; they are growing old, and 
intend to retire, I like them both; they 
they appear to be ſenſible young Folks. 

This Propofal pleaſed Mrs. Dubois; the agreed 

to lend Money for three Years without In- 

tereſt, or any other Security than Mr. Bell's 
own Bond. Every thing was ſettled, and 
the Houſe engaged in a few Days. Mrs. 

Gaw! raged furiouſly, calling Mr. Bell baſe 

and ungrateful. She ſhewed her Diſap- 

ment in her F ur, and plainly diſco- 
vered 


A 
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vered that ſhe had fixed on him for her 
Huſband. But this was only a Prelude to 
a greater Misfortune; for Mr. Lee reco- 
vered for the young Girl half her Grand- 
father's Effects, which amounted to above 


a thouſand Pounds. She choſe him to be 


her Guardian, and was ſent to a Boarding- 
ſchool in the Country very near the Place 


where Mrs. Dubois was going to reſide. 
Before the Ladies left London, they de- 


fired to ſee. Mrs. Williams; for Mr. Lee 
wanted a Houſekeeper ; and the Character 


which Mr, Bell gave her, made them be- 


lieve her a fit Perſon to manage his Family. 
They found her a ſenſible Woman, little 
more than forty Years old; and Mrs. Du- 
beis hinting ſomething of the ſtrange Infa- 

tuation ſhe had fallen into, the poor Wo- 
man could not forbear crying. She owned, 


the 
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N — 2 4 % 
n - 


E 


422 | 
OY 4 n * „ * 
2 nw. hs — a » GAs Sagas: a: >. 4 


_ 


5 114 The ME Mo1Rks: of 
F the | ſincere Affection which ſhe bore | her 


Huſband, with the Opinion | ſhe had of 

his Underſtanding, had dran her into ſome 
Part of their Faith; though the high Doc- 
trine of receiving the Holy Ghoſt ſhe had 
never embraced. Her Huſband, ſhe ſaid, 
read all their Books, and followed their 
Example, till he Joſt his Liſe; for being 
ſcized with a violent Fever, in Imitation 
of Mr. Green, one. of their Preachers, he 


pulled: off a Bliſter, which had been put on 


him in a Fit of Delirium, and called the 
Phyſician atheiſtical and carnal; ſaying, He 
did not know Chriſt, who had been Mr. 
Green's Phyſician, and ſhould be his. He 
did ſeveral other Things, which he had read 
in their Books of Experience, and at laſt 
died almoſt in Deſpair, though in his Senſes, 
becauſe he could not feel the Spirit of Re- 
generation take Poſſrſſion of him. 
5 Mr. 
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- (dar. Lee took her into his Houſe ; and 
| Mrs. Elliot, to whom her Son immediate- 
ly wrote, came to London. Her Health 
was reſtored with her Peace of Mind; a: 
Union ſhe had deſpaired of ſhe found ef- 
felted, and her dear Children fixed in a 
State of apparent Happineſs; for Mr. Bell 
is fenſible, induſtrious, and extremely ob- 
liging: Sally preſides in the Bar with as 


much Innocence, Beauty, and Aſſiduity, as 


the celebrated and agreeable Mrs. —Ad—, 
and a little Knowledge of the World will 
probably make her as polite. Mrs. Dubois, 
who never ſtarved a Cauſe ſhe undertook to 
maintain, was liberal even to the very 


Verge of Profuſion, and leſt London well 
pleaſed with the Difappdintment which had 


prevented her doing it before. Mr. Lee 


accompanied the Ladies a Day's Journey 
out 
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out of Town, and then parted from them 
with Reluctance. | 

The following Evening, when WW had 
begun their laſt Stage for that Day, a Gen- 
tleman's Coach paſſed by them; the Driver 
of their 'Poſt-chaiſe was obliged to give 
Way, and in ſo doing (the Road being nar- 
row) drove very near a Ditch : The Coach- 
man happening at the ſame Time to ſmack 
his Whip, frightened. the Horſes in the 
Chaiſe, and cauſed them to precipitate the 
Carriage mto the Ditch. The Ladies ſcream- 
ed; the Coach ſtopped, and a Gentleman 
immediately came to their Relief. With 
| the Help of his Servants he got them both 
out. Mrs. Dubois was very much hurt; 
but Miſs Middleton eſcaped without any 
other Damage but the Terror occaſioned by 
the Danger. They were both put into the 
Gentleman's Coach, and conveyed to his 


Houſe, 
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Houſe, which was not a Mile olf; but a 
Servant was diſpatched from that Place for 
a Surgeon, who upon Examination found, 
that Mrs. Dubois's Elbow was diſlocated, 
and that ſhe had ſeveral Bruiſes, which con- 
fined her to her Bed ſome Days. Miſs 
Middleton's Care and Concern equalled that 
of the moſt affectionate Daughter, or fond- 
eſt Parent. 

The Gentleman, whoſe Name was Gardi- 
ner, a Baronet, of large Fortune, with his La- 
dy, his Mother, and a beautiful young Lady 
his Daughter, all expreſſed their Sorrow for 
the Accident, and the Ladies by Turns ſtayed 
in the Room with Miſs Middleton to comfort 
and divert her; for Mrs. Dubois's Spirits 


never failed; ſhe had even the Reſolution | 


to forbear complaining, though her Pain 


was ſometimes extremel y acute. The elder 
Lady Gardiner had more Curioſity, or leſs 
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Politeneſs than the other Part of this obliging 
Family. She diſcovered who Mrs. Dubois 


was, and told her Son, that ſhe was a.dif- 
tant Relation, and Daughter to a Gentleman 


with whom he had formerly been acquaint-" 
ed. This Account made Sir William cu- 


Tious | in his Turn; but he forbore any Inti- 


mations of it till Mrs. Dubois was perfectly 
| recovered. He had an only Son, who was 


at this Time in his twenty- -third Year, and 
Was already in Poſſeſſion of twelve hundred 
Pounds a Year, which his Uncle had lefc 
him. The Power of gratifying his Paſſions 
at ſo early an Age, had cauſed him to launch 
out into ſome Irregularities, which gave his 
good Parents great Uneaſineſs. He had a 
Country- houſe of his own, in Which he lived 
when the Pleaſures of London had ſatiated 


_ Deſires. In his Way thither, he called 
4 Sir William's and dined, The firſt Day 


that 
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that Mrs. Dubois came into the Parlour, her 
Chearfulneſs appeared to diſpleaſe him, eſpe- 
cially as ſhe undeſignedly let fall ſeveral 
Werds that ſeemed pointed at his extrava- 
gant Gratifications. Self- convicted, he left 
them in  Diſguſt, imagining that his Con- 
duct had been made the Subject of ſome pre- 


ceding Converſation; but this was not ob- 


ſerved by any of the Company. 
Among other Topics of Diſcourſe the 


ſame Day, Charity was called by the old 


Lady a cardinal Virtue; Sir William joined 
her, ſaying, He had heard in Eſſex, from 
whence he was juſt returned, of ſuch excel- 
lent Things in that Way, done by a Wo- 
man ſtill unknown, as quite amazed him. 
Mrs. Dubois's Colour changed upon Sir Wil. 
liam's accidentally fixing his Eyes upon her. 
A ſudden Thought poſſeſſed him, and he 
cried, I verily believe, Madam, that you 
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are the Perſon ; ; your Counbahes! betrays 


you: Beſides, now I recollect, you anſwer 
the Deſcription they gave of her. Mrs. 
Dubois's Confuſion increaſed, - which con- 
vinced them all beyond Doubt of the Iden- 
tity of her Perſon. The two Lady Gardi- 
ners joined in deſiring the Favour of her to 
relate the Particulars of a Behaviour which 


5 had gained ſo great Applauſe: The old 


Lady added, And pray, Madam, be minute 


in your Account, for the Benefit of theſe 


young Ladies. | 
Sir William had not yet taken notice of 


What his Mother had told him concerning 
ber Birth; but now he ſaid, And as I un- 


derſtand you are one of the. unfortunate 
Daughters of our Relation, and my old 
Friend Sir Thomas, ſome Anecdotes of his 
Family will, perhaps, fatisfy the Doubts, 


which uncertain Reports have raiſed in me. 


Mrs. 


F, 
Mrs. Dubois very genteelly condeſcended to 
ſatisfy them, and began with ſaying : 
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OV call us, Sir, the unfortunate Daugh- 

ters of Sir Thomas: I am afraid you 
would ſay the faulty, if Good -· nature did 
nat cauſe you to ſoften the Word. Yet 
perhaps, Sir, it is more juſtly adapted than 
you imagine. Something may be offered in 
Favour of my Siſter; but I ſhall ſay nothing 
more of her than the Connection between us 
obliges me to mention. My Brother, who 
is now living, was the firſt Child that my 


Patents were bleſſed with. My Siſter is 


five ears younger than he is, and I three 


Years younger than her. The Boy, as Har, 


Vol. I. 3 claimed 
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claimed a large Share of parental:-Fond neſs; 
yet that Conſideration,” weighty as it was, 
| funk in the Balance when oppoſed to my 
Siſter's Beauty, I have always heard that 
. | "ſhe was from her Birth a lovely Infant; 
3 S therefore, at the End of three Tears, when 
I was born, - every Avenue of Fondneſs for 
any future Child was ſhut up, by an Heir 
and a darling Daughter, who poſſeſſed too 
many Charms to be ſupplanted by mei for 
Nature's partial Hand had given the Beauty 
of a whole Family to one Child. 
Here Mrs. Dubois was interrupted, and 
ſome Compliments paſſed on the Agreeable- 
neſs of her Perſon. She bowed, ſmiled, 
and proceeded in her Narration. When J 
was about a Tear old, my Grandmother on 
my Father's Side come to ſtay a few! Weeks 
with us. She ſoon diſcovered the Partiality 


of * Parents, and was, I believe, ſenſibly 
touched 


9 
* 
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touched with it. Juſtice and Pity for a 
neglected Infant might occaſion ſome Part 
of her Concern; but ſhe was continually 
hearing my Siſter's Beauty praifed ; and it 
was generally added, that ſhe reſembled my 
Mother's Family, who were all fair. If the 
Nurſe brought me into the Room, my Pa- 
rents took no Notice of me; or, what 
piqued my Grandmother more, they ſome- 
times remarked the Contraſt in our Com- 
plexions; and then my Mother was ſure to 
add, That I was a true Copy of my Father's _ 
Family. This Behaviour determin d my 
. Grandmother to beg me, as ſhe called it. 
Her Requeſt was granted without Reluc- 
tance, and I was conveyed about eighty 
Miles from home to an old Manfion-houfe, 
in one Corner of which my Grandmother 
and fix Servants had their melancholy Abo, 
The Place had bcen deſerted by my Grand- 
? G 2 father 
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father upon the Account of its Situation; 
for there was not in the Vicinity of it a bet- 
ter Neighbour than ruſtic Farmers: Even 
the Parlon was an elderly Man, and had no 
Wife. There I had my Education. The 
-Houſekeeper taught me to read, ſew, and 
make Pies, and the Parſon gave me the 
beſt Inſtruction he could in Writing. 

When I was about ten Years old, my 
Grand mother had a Stroke of the Pally, 
and, from that Time to her Death, which 
happened about five Years after, kept her 
Bed. My Buſineſs was to read Divinity 
to her, for which ſhe often gave me a Piece 
of Gold, and taught me to know the Value 


of it. My Father came once a Year to 
ſee us, and always ſpoke in Raptures of my 
Siſter's. Beauty; and, when ſhe was fifteen, 
he brought her and my Mother with him to 
viſit us. After their firſt Salute, they took 

| no 
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no more Notice of me than if I had been 
the Houſekeeper's Daughter. I had Senſe 
enough to be vexed at their Behaviour, and 
Vanity enough to think I only wanted fine 
Cloaths to make me appear of equal Con'e- 
quence with my Siſter. My little Heart, 1 


found, was agitated by that malignant Fiend, 


Envy. I could not look at my Siſter with- 
out feeling uneaſy Senſations : I grew ſul- 
len, ſeldom ſpoke, and never ſhewed any 
Deſire of becoming familiar with her. My 
Grandmother's Fondneſs cauſed her to ob- 
| ſerve the Change in my Diſpoſition : She 
penetrated into the Cauſe, and had Recourſe 
to the only Remedy in her Power, which 
was adding greatly to my Hoard of Gold, 
and telling me that I was yet too. young to 
dreſs like my Siſter, but ſhe would leave it 
in my Power at her Death to equal her. 
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Their Stay was but ſhort; and, at their 
Departure, I found myſelf eaſed of an op- 
prefſive Weight that hung upon my Spirits. 
My Serenity of Mind returned, and my 
Grandmother immediately altered her Will, 
and left me her fole Heir. My Parents to- 
tal Neglect of me, and exceſſive Fondneſs 


of my Siſter, cauſed her to do this: She 
acquainted me with it, and I had the Conſo- 
lation of meditating on my future Gran- 
deur ; for my Siſter's gay Appearance had 
given me new Ideas; yet I bore, without 
Repinin gor Impatience, threeYears Confine- 
ment after this. When my good Grand- 
mother found her Diſſolution very near, ſhe 
exerted herfelf in an extraordinary Manner 


fo give me Advice concerning my future 
- Behaviour in Life. Every Duty, both di- 
vine and moral, ſhe explained with great 
Energy, as ſhe ſaid, to fix them indelibly in 
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the Center of my Heart. She cautioned 


me, in a particular Manner, to beware of 
Envy and Difobedience, as Sins to which I 
ſhould probably have the ſtrongeſt Tempta- 
tion. I received her Advice with flowing 
Eyes and a grateful Heart, and reſolved 
never to forget it. She aſked me how 
much Money I had, and with Bank Notes 
made it up Five hundred Pounds, charging 
me to keep it concealed till ] was a few 
Years older, and knew how to uſe it : She 
gave me likewiſe a Diamond Ring worth 
Two hundred Pounds more, which had 
been her Father's. This ſhe deſired me 
never to part with, but keep it ſor a Remem- 
brancer of the Advice ſhe had given me. 
Her Death, which happened the next Day, 
afflicted me greatly, for I loved her ſin- 
cerely; ſhe had been a tender affectionate 
Parent to me: Her Diſupprobation of my 
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childiſh Actions had been ſhewn without 

Aſperity, and her Admonitions were al- 

ways accompanied with a Tendernefs that 
made me aſhamed of myſelf. | 

We had diſpatched a Meſſenger to my 

Father to acquaint him with her Illneſs, but 
be did not come till ſhe was dead. The 
Will I aw diſpleaſed him very much he 
took no Precaution to hide his Chagrin from 
me: I obſerved it with a Degree of Indig- 
nation, which my Heart had never felt be- 
fore; but this was nothing in Compariſon 
with what followed; for my Reception at 
home was mortifying beyond my Expec- 
tation, though 1 bad formed a very indif- 
ferent Idea of it. But as an Accident, tri- 
fling in itſelf, though the Forerunner, and 
in ſome Degree the Cauſe of all my future 
Misfortunes, happened on my re- entering 
ty Father's Houſe, I muſt beg Leave to 
Gaudd þ * relate 
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relate it minutely. My Brother, who had 
been in France ſome Months, came home 


while my Father was with me. He was 


the firſt that came to meet us at my Father's 
Door. My Mother and Siſter followed 
him. Careſſes and Congratulations, ſuch as. 
-parental Love and filial Affection excite, 
paſſed among them; and they all returned 
into the Houle forgetting or neglecting me. 
But a young Gentleman, much finer than 
my Brother (for he was in Mourning) came 
and handed me out of the Chaiſe with an Ex- 
ceſs of Complaiſance, which I found myſeif 
at a Loſs to return in a proper Manner. I 
felt a Mixture of Joy and Surprize at his 
Behaviour: His Dreſs charmed me; I had 


never ſeen any thing ſo gay before. I found 


my Heart exult with Vanity; it was a new 
Pleaſure; I forgot my Siſter's Superlority, 
and, at the Parlour- door, where he left me, 

G 5 L mace: 
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I made him the fineſt Curtſey that my Edu- 
eation enabled me to perform. My Bro- 
ther and Siſter were all this Time laughing 
at me; and, when I ſeemed ſurprized at 
their Rudeneſs, and was following my Fa- 
ther and Mother, who were retired into ano- 
ther Room, my Siſter, who was not ill- 
natured, caught me in her Arms and kiſſed 
me, ſaying, Don't be angry, my Dear, 
that Man is my Brother's French Valet; I 
fuppoſe by his Appearance you took him for 
2 Lord. Before could make any Anſwer, 
my Brother interrupted her with ſaying, To 
be ſure he's nothing leſs; only he has been 
-obliged to abandon: his Country, Fortune, 
and Friends, and fly for his Religion, or the 
| !bloody Papiſts would have-murdered him. 
This was an ironical Flight; but the Sim- 
Pkciey of my Education, and the artleſs 
Honeſty of my Heart, had not inſtruct ed | 
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me in that Mode of Speech. I had always 
been taught, and conſtantly obſerved, a 
ſtrict Regard to Truth. My Brother's 
Manner of ſpeaking I was a Stranger to; 
nor could 1 conceive, that a different Tone 
of Voice inverted the Senſe of Words. I 
had read Accounts of bloody Perſecutions 
by the Papiſts, and my Grandmo: her Was 
fo very a Proteſtant, that ſhe had given me 
a ſtronger Abhorrence to Popery than to 
the Religion of Aabonttans, Jetos, or Pa- 
gans, From that Moment l honoured Da- 
Bois for his Nobility, and revered him for 
his Principles. Perhaps my Brother might 
have explained himſelf, but my Mother's 
Return into the Parlour prevented him. I 7 
ſell vpon my Knees to her; ſhe took me 
up, kiſſed, and ſtared at eee, 
Amazement as it ſhe ſaw a Monſter. + mex 
wich none of thoſe tender Careſſes nor en- : 
| | G 6 dearing, 
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dearing Expreſſions, which might have been 
expected by a Child, whoſe long Abſence 
claimed at the firſt Meeting the joyful Ex- 
— 1 a Mother's _ Even her 


| w. n were, Why, this Girl is not groun 
an Inch ſince I ſaw her! what a Complex- 
ion! Did you ever fce any thing browner ? 
Theſe Words were ſpoken to my Brother and 
Siſter; for ſhe ſeemed to conſider me as an 
inſenſible Being, and talked of me before 
- my Face as if I had been Rill at my Grand- 
x 7 mother's, Her future Behaviour was worſe 
dan the Indifference with which ſhe then 
treated me; for her uſual Epithets were, 
| whenever ſhe ſpoke of me, avkward, igno- 
rant, diſagreeable, and ſometimes little ugly 
/ Creature: She hated me for being]what her 
Neglect had made me, and I- ſuffered be- 
cauſe ſhe failed in the Duty of a Mother. 
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Dubois continued his Complaiſance to 
me; the other Servants behaved as if they 
had got known whoſe Daughter, I. way ; 
They found the beſt Way to pleaſe.my Mo- 
ther was to praiſe and admire my Siſter's 
Perfections. The Trades-people and Te- 
nants echoed them, and nothing ſeemed to 
be thought of in the Family but her future 


Grandeur. As we were all in Mournin, 
I was not mortified with ſeeing my Siſters:  - x 


fine Clothes, and being under no Reſtraint, 
IJ ran about the Houſe and Gardens, ad- 


miring every thing. All was new and ſtrange 


to me. I had no Attachment to any Per- 
fon living. I was unbeloved and unloving . 
my Mind was a perfect Vacuum, till the 
artful Dubois took Poſſeſſion of my. Soul. 


He was aſſiduous 1 in his Attention towards 


me, and ſeized every Opportunity of being. 


alone with me. My Parents Neglect gave 
him 


Y N : a 5 «TX " : 
y $ . - 
Ld JV Rv — — nd — — 22 A rr , 


8 


—_ 


134 The Ns 61k 5 6f 


him Encouragement, and I, verily believing 
him a Nobleman's Son, did not think it 


Was atirig out of Character to walk and 


converſe” with him. Thus I was wreeked 
without a Caution againſt the Rocks that 
lay hid under the Maſk of Love. My 
Heart was conquered before he declared his 


| Paſſion. My Innocence betrayed me; for 


I was x Stranger to Deceit, and juſt entering 
the Time of Life when the Heart is ſuſcep- 
Brig of Tenderneſs. 
It was known among the Servants that 
my Grandmother had left me all her Fortune, 
and the Sum was greatlyexaggerated; it was 
indeed full fix thoufand Pounds, no Wonder 


then that it was raiſed to ten or twelve. 


In this Situation we were, when a young 
Gentleman came into the Country, to take 
Poſſeſſion of an Eſtate which lay contiguous. 
i to my Father's, and was fallen to him by _ 
it a 
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the Death of his Mother, He became one 
among many of my Siſter's Admirers,and was 
diſtinguiſhed by her in a particular Manner. 
My Father faw it, and immediately enquir- 
ed what his Circumſtances and Character 


were: he was pleaſed with both; a fine 
Eſtate unincumbered, ana a Character un- 
exceptionable. 4 
As there was no Obftacle to the Union, 
x Marriage was eaſily concluded upon. My 
Siſter till this Time had been childiſhly gay, 
and I believe a little coquettiſh ; but a8 
Love forces Approbation, and it is natural 
to emulate what we approve, ſhe ſuddenly 
changed her Behaviour for Mr. Stanly, 
her Admirer, was agreeably chearful in his 
Converſation and Manner; his Senſe was 
manly, and he had fomething in him that 
naturally ehecked Levity and Impertinence, 
but at the fame time commanded both Love 


* 
3 P 
1788 


15 
933 
* - 


©. 
a, 1 
9 


136 The MENMOIAS of 


and Eſteem. 1 think it a Proof of my Siſ- 
ter” S good Senſe, that ſhe fixed 'on this Gen- 
tleman, for a Huſband, and had, at his ar- 
dent Solicitations, conſented to. marry him 
when. my Father pleaſed to appoint the 


Time. But, ſure, ſome evil Demon inter- 
poſed, to croſs the Happineſs of a whole Fa- 
mily: F or that fond Father, who never be- 
fore h had diſapproved of his Darling” s Judg- 
ment in Matters momentous or trifling, 
fancied now, that! it would be a Reflection 
on the Luſtre of her Character to marry af- 
ter ſo ſhort a Courtſhip, and before the 
Mourning for his Mother was expired. It 
was called Mourning, which is a ſynonimous 
Term for wearing black or grey Clothes; 
at leaſt, I am ſure it was ſo in our Family; 
for I was the only Mourner for the Death 
of the good old Gentlewoman; and even 


my Sorrow Was aluaged, and her Remem- 
brance 
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brance and good Counſel obliterated. by a 
natural Paſſion, which I indulged in its full 
Force. 5 
The fatal . leer; this Time and 
the Marriage was to be ſpent in Landon. 
My Sifter had never been there, and was to 
enjoy the Pleaſures of that gay Metropolis 
before ſhe engaged in the neceſſary Care of 
domeſtic Buſineſs; for my Mother was an 
excellent Oeconomiſt, and thought a good 
Houſewife an amiable Character. I was to 
be left at home under the Care of the Houſe · 
keeper." 1:5! 27: 

When I heard this, * was almoſt difirate 
ed, for Dubois muſt attend my Brother: 
Yet I had not Reſolution enough to attempt 
perſuading my Parents to let me accompany 
them, till that artful Man, by a Sort af 
feigned Madneſs, with bitter Execrations on 
ee he out lived the Day of Separation, 

fright- | 
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frightened me into it. 1 followed them 
hourly with my Solicitation ; and having 
gained my Siſter, ſoon prevailed, and flew 
precipitately' ro communicate my: Joy, and 
to eaſe my diſtracted Lover. 

From this Time till our Arrival in Lon- 
don, all were chearful and in good Humour; 
9 every Heart was ſatisfied, and every Mind 

at Eaſe. I had not, till I ſaw Preparations 
making for the Journey, tod Dubois of the 
Money in my Poſſeſſion; but this was not 
the Conſequence of prudent Reflections; 
nor indeed did he ſeem in the leaſt to regard 
it: No, it was a Trifle not worth his ſingle 
Thought; his Heart was filled with the 
Immenſity of Love; he looked down on 
Wealth, Honour, and Grandeu r. as uſcleſs 


Toys: a Cottage, a Cave, or a Deſert, he 
often ſwore, with me, would be a Heaven. 


His Expreſſions, as I have ſince: obſerved, 
init were 


— 
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vere the bombaſt Rhapſodies of a romantic 
Lover, His extravagant Abſurdities muſt 
have appeared ridiculous to every one but 
ſuch a Novice as myſelf. 1 was a Stranger 
to the Abuſe of Speech, nor had Iever heard 
of the Deceptions of Mankind ; I gave him 
the five hundred Pounds with as much In- 
difference as if 1 had been giving him an 
Apple. I was at a Loſs how to carry it 
with me and conceal it, or perhaps I bad 
not then told him of it. The Ring 1 le- | 
wiſe gave into his Poſſeſſion, telling bim 
that I muſt never part with it, nor did I 
conſider this as a Breach of the Promiſe I 
had made, believing it ſafer in his Hands 
than my own. 

Imagine us now in Lendon ; a Lawyer - 
employed in making Settlements, the 


Lovers avoiding Company, my Mother 
abro ad 
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abroad at different Shops providing Requi- | 
ſites; while I was happy in being neglected 
by them all ; and one iatal Morning, at the 
earneſt Requeſt of my cruel Undoer, I met 
: him at May-Fair Chapel, and became his 
Wife: I had no Apprehenſion of incurring 
the Diſpleaſure of my Parents. | 
I had heard confirmed by his deceitful 
Te ongue what my Brother had ironically 
faid, and had ſometimes urged him to ac- 
quaint my Father with his Love : But this 


be always evaded, and cautioned me ſtrongly 


againſt betraying myſelf to a Confident, He 
= took a Certificate of our Marriage, and we 
returned home by different Ways unſuſ- 
pected. 


My Siſter began to appear in public i in all 
the Brilliancy of Dreſs: Her Beauty at- 
tracted the Eyes of all Bcholders, and be- 
. 7429 2 
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came the Topic of all Converſations. She 
was a noveHBeauty ; for No- body (as the 
great Folks call themſelves) had ever heard 
of her. | 
Numerous were the Heart-burnings of 
the London Toaſts to be thus rival'd by a 
Country Girl, as they affected to call her. 
The Beaux crowded round her ; but ſhe 
was defended from their Impertinence by 
Mr. Stanly, whoſe ſteady penetrating Coun- 
tenance intimidated the fluttering, gay, con- 
ſcious, weak Fop, while Men of Senſe for- 
bore to accoſt her, applauding the Choice 
ſhe had made ; for the Behaviour of all the 
Family left no Room to doubt of the in- 
tended Alliance. Is 


But in this State, their Happineſs was in- 
terrupted by the Earl of —, who, preſum- 
ing on his Nobility and Fortune, was hardy 

enough 


— — ye — — rr r  — - 
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enough to attempt a Separation between the 


Lovers. He became their Sport; yet he 
perſevered, even after my Father had given 
him a Denial with his Reaſons for it. 


My Mother's Reſolution began to waver ; 


but my Father continued ſteady, till he met 


with an old Acquaintance, a Nobleman, 
who having neither Virtue nor Eſtate, found 
ir neceſſary to value himſelf upon his only 


Badge of Honour, a Title. This Wretch 


* infuſed his Poiſon into my Father's Heart. 


To call a Counteſs his Daughter began to 


fire him with Ambition: Mrs. Stanly ſound- 
ed low in Competition ; he grew thought- 


ful; his Honour was engaged; a Struggle 
enſued; but he conquered the ſlaviſh Sub- 
jection of Promiſe-keeping; looked cool 
on Mr. Stanly ; ſtopped the Lawyer's Pro- 
ceedings; and ſmiled when the Earl ap- 
* . peared, 


. 
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peared, who ſoon perceived the Advantage 
he-had gained, and behayed with Inſolence 
to the ſenſible worthy Mr. $/anly, Provo- 
cation and Deſpair forced that Gentleman, 
conrary, io his calmer Judgment, to chal 
lenge his Lordſhip (but not before my Fa- 
ther had ordered every Servant to ſhut the 
Door againſt him, and kept my Siſter from 
correſponding with him). Superior Skill, 
or a cooler Brain, gave the Earl the Advan- 
tage. Poor Mr. Stanly was wounded, but 
not dangerouſly : I heard his Lordſhip ex- 
ult at Dinner, and call * Coward. My 
Siſter was ſo affected, that ſhe role from 
Table and retired. OTE : 
From this Time ſhe never ſaw him more, 


and in, three Months was married to the 
Earl, - Before that Period 1 ſaw her ofien 


in Tears; her Reluctance to the Alliance 
was 
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"was viſible "ih her Eyes; they loſt their 
Luſtre, and became languid: Her Cheeks 
grew pale, and her Dreſs neglected: The 
"Earl's Diamonds had no Charms; ſhe 
looked on them with the moſt e In- 


Ulfference. | ; 5 
= All chis his is Loddtip ſaw; all this my 


Father ſaw ; yet they both perſevered, and 
| made her miſerable. What an Infatuation 
| | bs it in Parents to force a Hand without the 
Heart! And how could the Earl's Vanity 
ſuppoſe that he could effect a Change in her 

| "Inclinations ? ? He had paſſed the Meridian of 

a 5 3 ; his Perſon was diſagreeable; ; "his 
3 Manner haughty and ſtern; nor could his 
Countenance be ſoftened by Love. My 
Siſter was facrificed ; my Parents diſppoint- 
"ed, and Mr. Stanly rendered unhappy. But 
* T. no longer dwell on ber Misfortunes, my 
own 
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—_ 7 * 1 


Tx. 


D 


MaxIANNE Mippieton. 145 
own will ingroſs too much Time. A Mix- 
ture of Fear and Shame; with a Deſire to 
extend my preſent happy Days to their ut- 
moſt Length withour - Interruption, cauſed 
me to prevail on Dubois to conceal our 
Marriage, and go with my Brother to the 
Earl's Country Seat, where I was to accom- 
pany my Mother and Sifter. My Father 
was obliged to return home ; his Steward 
was dead, and Buſineſs called him there im- 
mediately. 

At the Earl's I found myſelf in a diſa- 
greeable Situation : I was deprived of the 
Liberty I had enjoyed in London, where I 
was of no Conſequence, and have often 
gone with my Huſband into the Gallery at 
the Blay-houſe, and ſeen the whole Family 
in the Boxes: if 1 went out beſo:e them and 
came in after them I was ſafe from Enquiry, 
but now Miſs Betty was honoured as the 
Vor. J. H Siſter 
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Sitter of a Counteſs. If I ſtole out of Com- 
2 pany, 1 was ſoon miſſed and enquired after. 
the Servants ſaw me in an unfrequented 
Part of the Gardens, they had a Curioſity 
to ſatisfy ; for I ſeveral Times caught them 
watching me. This diſappointed my Af- 

; ſigaations ; ; but Love emboldened* me to 

take greater Freedoms; I determined to 

admit my Huſband into my own Room, 
where, at one of our private Interviews, .my 
Brother ſurprized us, while I was fondly 
claſping a Wretch that felt no Reluctance at 
parting. We were juſt ſeparating, and the 
Mond adieu had filled my gazing Eyes with 
Tears, when the glittering of my Brother's 

Sword changed my Cauſe of Sorrow : My 
* Huſband fell; I ſcreamed ; and the Ser- 
 /vant, who had been my Brother's Guide, 
| | prevented any Miſchief being done: for 


there was no Wound gwen. I threw my- 
ſelf 
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ſelf upon my Huſband to receive the in- 
tended: Death, and my Brother's Arm was 
lifted up. to give it, though oppoſed by the 
Servant; but others ruſhing in, hurried 
Dubois out of the Room: The Fright had 
almoſt deprived him of his Senſes. I at- 
tempted to follow him, but was prevented, 
and held by Force to hear the Upbraiding 
of my Brother, which I diſregarded. A 
wounded Huſband claimed all my Atten- 
tion; and, in my Diſtraction, I betrayed 
the Secret of our Marriage, and vindicated 
my Conduct, appealing to his own Words 
for Juſtification. He recollected what he 
had ſaid, and called me a hundred Idiots, 
for not comprehending by Intuition what 
my Innocence and Ignorance had rendered 
impoſſible. | „ nn beg 

A Servant returned Hoghing: from dots, 
and ſaid, The cowardly Frenchman is not 


H 2 | bons 3 | 
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hurt; he has followed the Example of his 
Countrymen, and is run away. A daſtard- 
1y Villain! my Brother exclaimed; he had 
Cunning enough to ruin a young Fool, but 
not Courage enough to defend her. 
By this Time the Alarm was given: My 
Mother, Siſter, the Earl, and ſome other 
Company, ruſhed into the Room. My 
Mother's Sorrow was not only noiſy, but tur- 
bulent; ſhne ſtruck me ſeveral violent Blows, 
and then puſhed me out of the Room, ſay- 
ing, Never let me ſee that ugly Face again. 
My Siſter was filent, but wept exteſſively. 
The reſt of the Company were trying to pa- 
cify my Mother and Brother when] left the 


Room. I felt neither Shame nor Sorrow at 
departing, to hear that my Huſband had 


2220 


eſcaped unhurt, — all. I hz bone 
of thoſe tender Struggles at this Separation, 
which. are che uſual Effect of bu or fra- 
ternal Love. 1 had experienced no fond 
Indulgence but from Dubois; not the leaſt 


Appear- 
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Appearance of Anxiety fot any little Illneſs, 
ſo far as I could perceive, nor Care for my 
future; Good and Happineſs in Life, but 
what was ſhewñ by the tender Aſſiduity of 
the ſame Perſon, and into the Arms of this 
affect ionate Dubois I was now m mw 

ſelbflar ever, 1 ft gn nE wing 
I flew precipitately A he Sfouk, and 

ran a conſiderable Way before I thought 
myſelf ſeeure. The Fear of being purſued 
winged my Flight, till my Strength began 
to fail; then I ventured to look hack, and 
ſaw. to my inexpreſſible Satisfaction the 


Gates ſhut, and no Purſuers: I turned aſide 
into a Field, where J might reſt and rumi- 
nate upon what had happened. In the ſhort 
Time requiſite to recoyer myſelf, L found 
an unuſual Satisfaction in my Mind.: Ahe 


only Bar to my Happineſs was removed; 


Reſtraint was no longer neceſſary; I could 
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now indulge my fond Paſſion openly, with- 
out Cenfure or Impunity. Thus Blindneſs 
to the future allowed Joy tothe preſent Hour. 
Alas ! of how ſhort Duration was myFe- 
hcity ! I knew where to find Dubois. There 
vas, about a Quarter of a Mile from the 
Earl's Houſe, a little Market Town, where 
lived an Attorney, with whom he had by 
ſome Means got acquainted. To this 
Man's Houſe he had propoſed carrying me 
when we leſt my Friends, which Time could 
be at no great Diſtance; for I was not to 
return home with my Mother. Thither I 
followed him, and flew into his Arms in a 
Rapture of Joy, which prevented my tak- 
ing Notice of the cold Reception I met 
with; but ĩt did not eſcape being remarked 
by ts. Scalwel, the Attorney's Wife, and 
I: recollected it afterwards. He had ex- 
preſſed no Anxiety for the Danger he left 
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me expoſed to, though he knew my Bro- 
ther's Paſſions carried him to the Verge of 


Madneſs, but was conſulting calmly with 


Mr. Sealwel about demanding my For- 


tune. 

They were to begin their Journey the 
next Day. This he told me as ſoon as my 
Rapture ſubſided into Reaſon. I had never 
heard how my Grandmother had ordered 
the Payment of my Fortune, nor had he ever 
aſked me any thing concerning it. I had heard 
my Father ſay that the Whole was left to 
me, and my Brother had faid the fame 
Thing before Dubois, who now expected to 


receive it, or proper Securities, on pro» 


ducing the Certificate of our Marriage. His _ 
haſty Departure gave me ſome Trouble; 


but I conſoled myfelf with conſidering the 
Effect of this Separation, which, I expected, 
would accompliſh the higheſt Wiſh of my 

| H 4 Soul, 


2152 The Mr MOTR S Of 

Soul, the fixing him in a State above Ser- 
vitude, though much below his Birth; for 
1 imputed what my Brother had ſaid to 
Rage and Indignation, and till believed 
him to be a Nobleman' s Son. 

1 prayed inceſſantly for his Profervation 
Gill the Time appointed for the Return of him 
and the Attorney was paſſed, and no Intel- 
ligence of their Reception or Safety was re- 

ceived. Mrs. Sealwel appeared unconcern- 


ec, and found ſeveral plauſible Reaſons to 


which ſhe attributed their Stay, but to me 
they were inſufficient. Every Thought of 
Horror crowded into my Mind: Some- 
times I believed that my Father's Fury had 
made his Daughter a miſerable Widow; 
anon I feared that his Money had tempted 


Villains to murder him, or that travelling 
in the Heat had thrown. him into a Fever. 


My Appetice and Sleep forſock me; I 
hung 


MARIANNE, MippitETON. 153 


hung whole Days out of a Window, from 
whence I could ſee the Road they were to 
come at a conſiderable Diſtance : : My, 
Strength and Spirits were at laſt exhauſted ; 

] was unable to continue there, but deter- 
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mined to take a F arewel Look, before [ ba«. 
niſhed Hope to indulge Deſpair, and wiſh 
for Death. I. was juſt retiring , when Mr. 
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Sealwel appeared alone. Horror ſcized me, 


3 


and prevented my continuing at the Win- 
dow. I was juſt ſinking down in my Chair, 


— — - 


when Mrs. Seakuel came laughing up Stairs, 

and crying, Well, Madam, the loſt Sheep 

are found; they are both at the Door: I 

collected all my Strength, and flew down 

Stairs, and almoſt into the Army of ay dear 

Huſband; but there 1 received Cc 

tor he looked at me with an Air of Diſcon? 

tent, and continued talking with a Mag N 

about the Horſe: he bad rode. Nis, Sk fl 
II 5 ! 
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wel ſaw how I was affected, and catching 
faſt hold of my Arm, drew me into the 


Parlour. 


A few Minutes brought the two Gentle- 
men to us, when my firſt Salutation was, 


Zounds ! Madam! how could you deceive 
me thus? You, a Fortune of ten thouſand 
Pounds! The old Dog won't part with a 
Shilling, nor can you force him to it. This 
was all he ſaid before he left the Room, and 
returned to the Man at the Door. No 
Words are equal to what I felt, nor do I 
' wiſh any Imagination to conceive. it. f 
made no Reply: The Power of Expoſtula- 
tion was abſorbed in Diſtraction: I ſcarce 


remember how the ſucceeding Hours were 
employed ; but the Morning brought with 

it a Fever that endangered my Life. This 
was no ſooner ſolemnly declared by an 
__ Apothecary, than a Phyſician was ſent for, 
Uh and 
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and I had all imaginable Care taken of me; 
but nothing contributed ſo much to my Re- 
covery as my Huſband's kind and affec- 
tionate Behaviour, which continued the ſame 
till I was quite well. I had the beſt Nurſe 
the Town could afford; ſhe was a god 
Sort of a Woman, very careful and tender 


in her Buſineſs. I endured my Illneſs with 


Patience, for my Mind was eaſy. She 


loved me, becauſe ſhe ſaid I never teized 


her, and was reſolved to ſhew her Regard 


to me before ſhe left the Houſe, This ſhe 
did, by informing me, that my Huſband's. 


Care was not out of Love to me but my 


Fortune ; for ſhe had been informed, that 
Mr. Sealwel had told him, if I died he would 
boſe it all; rhe-Apprehenſion of which had 
caufed the ſudden Change in his Bekaviour, 
bye ſhe feared it would not 1. hy 8 
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This amo} Woman's Intelligence was 
very near cauſing my Death, for I relapſed ; 
but, after ſome Days Confinement, I was 
able to be removed to London. My Cloaths, 
and every thing belonging to me, had 
been ſent from the Earl's, with a ſtrict In- 
junction never to attempt ſeeing any of the 
Family. This gave me no Concern, for I 
never deſired it. {a0 

In London I was 1 into a miſerable 
Court in that Part of Soho which! is chiefly 
inhabited by the lower Sort of French Peo- 
YT The Houſe was ſmall, and kept by a 
Widow Woman and, her Daughter, who 
took in Walhiog, 1 was ſhewed a Bed- 
chamber, agd told that was my Apartment : : 
it was a poor Part indeed, of a poor Houſe ; 3 
a Garret it might be called, for there was no 
Room over it, though it was but two Pair 


of Stairs from the Ground- floor. 


2 


Dubois | 
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Dubois had told me, that he intended 
oring up for. a French Hair-cutter juſt 
come from Paris, I aſked, him if this 
Lodging was fit for that Buſineſs ?, He 
gave me no Anſwer, nor did he ever deign 
to acquaint me with the Progreſs he made 
in his Buſineſs, but dreſſed himſelf genteely, 


and went out every Morning. All tlic 


Rooms in this beggarly Dwelling were let 
out to different People: I never ſpoke to 


any of them. They were chiefly French, 


and I ſaw new Faces every Week: The old 
Woman, the Miſtreſs of the Houle, ſpoke 
no Ergliſh; and her Daughter's Dialect 
was ſcarcely intelligible. Their Food was 
ſtrange Stuff; poor Soups, and bad Vege- 
tables. Theſe I was forced to eat, or ſtarve. 
Nature is urgent in her Wants, or I ſhould 


have ſtarved myſelf to Death, for Life was 


Miſery. 


Dubois, 55 
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Dubois, on whom my Soul ill doated, 
behaved with the greateſt Inſo lence towards 
me: I durſt not aſk him for my Grand- 
mother's Ring, though I longed to have it 
in my Poſſeſſion. 

In this Confmement I lived above a Year, 
without ever going out of the Houſe. My 
fine Cloaths, which had been bought for 
me to appear in at my Siſter's Wedding, 
- were uſeleſs Things. My Watch was my 

beſt Companion, but this was forced from 

me; for, with a ſtern Countenance, my 

- Huſband ſaid, Give me your Watch, that 
1 may ſell it to pay for your Board: I made 
no Anſwer, but gave it. About a Month 
after he took my Ear - rings, and by Degrees 
all my Cloaths, till J had but juſt Neceſ- 
Gries left: And now he generally ſtay'd out 
three Nights in a Week, which was an un- 


uſual 


MARTANV NE MibplErox. 159 
uſual Thing, though he had alyays kept 


bad Hours. 
One Evening the old Woman came up 


to me, and told me, that Mr. Dubois had 


brought his Brother's Wife home with him 
I had 


to Supper, and I muſt come down. 
never heard of his Brother, and heſitated ; 
till ſhe aſſured me that ſhe had often ſeen 
him, and that he was a Surgeon, but juſt 
now gone to Sea, and the poor young Crea- 
ture was ready to die with Grief at parting. 
F went down, and found a young Woman, 
extremely pretty, but very melancholy, ſit- 
ting by Dubois. He had hold of her Hand, 
and ſeemed to be comforting her. She roſes 
and received me with great Civility. I 
ſtayed with them the whole Evening; it 
was the only agreeable one I had ſpent in 
that Houſe. Dubois took Notice of me, 


and our pretty Siſter regarded none of the 
Company 
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Company but me. At Supper ſhe would 
not, though a Stranger, be ſerved before me, 
and I often found her Eyes fixed on me 
and; filled with Tears. She Was big with 
Child, young and beautiful, with a {ſweet 
engaging Softneſsin her Countenance. My 
Heart inclined me to love and pity her, for 
I ſaw ſhe was unhappy. A "Woe 
After this ſne came ſeveral Times, he 
fore I heard that ſhe was brought to Bed of 
a Boy. I begged that I might go to ſee 
| her, but was refuſed in a ſurly Manner, and 
ordered never to deſire it more. About 
this Time a Gentleman came to enquire for 
we: The old Woman would not let him 
ſee me, becauſe Dubcit was not at home, 
notwithſtandin 8 he told her that his Buſineſs 
was not with him but me. An Hour was 
appointed the next Day for him to come and 
peak with us both. Upon this Occaſion I 
Face ä Was 
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was dreſſed in the beſt Things that were left 
me, and taken into a Parlour, which was 
borrowed of an old Frenchman, The Gen- 


tleman began with aggravating my Fault, 


and extolling my Father's Goodneſs, who, 
notwithſtanding my Diſobedience, had, by 


him, ſent me fifty Pounds. He had a Bank 


Note in his Hand for which he deſired a Re- 


ceipt; and, while Dubois went for Paper 
and Ink, he put ten Guineas i into my. Hands, 


and told me it ſhould be repeated yearly, 


but adviſed me to conceal the Money, as | 
he; required a Receipt, for the Note only, 
which Dubois immediately gave him. | 

He took his Leave with adviſing us both 
to make a proper Uſe of the Money; and 
added to my Tyrant,, You, Sir, .ought to 
behave with great Tenderneſs to this poor 
young Creature, who has We n loſt 


every 
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every Friend ſhe had ia the World for your 
Sake. — 
A Conſciouſneſs of acting otherwiſe 
clouded the Brow of Dubois; nor did this 
unexpected Gift mitigate the Rigour of my 
Confinement. He challenged me with con- 
veying my Complaints to my Father, and 
ſwore, that no Man in the World but him- 
ſelf would have borne ſuch a Diſappoint- 
ment with equal Patience, and behaved 
with ſo much Tenderneſs to the Author of 
1 My Inexperience correſponded to his 
Preſumption, and I was almoſt perſuaded 
that he had ſome Reaſon for acting as l had 
done. My Love was not quite extinguiſh- 
ed; I ſought for a Cauſe adequate to his 
Anger, and deceived myſelf to excuſe 
| him. The ten Guineas gave me infinite 
Pleaſure. I looked at them with Rapture, 
not as I had formerly done on my Grand- 
mother's 


- 
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mother's Gold; that was an uſeleſs Heap, 


but I had ſeverely felt the Want of Money: 
A whole Year had elapſed without my 


Finger's touching the ſmalleſt Coin in the 
Nation. How often has my Mouth wa- 


tered at hearing the hoarſe Voice of Barrow- 


women. The Remembrance of delicious 
Fruit was ſunk into a Defire for the pooreſt 


Traſh; yet that was beyond my Reach. 


raiſed my Deſire ; for it ſeems to me ſtrange 
now, that I could be ſo miſerable for the 
Want of any thing that was not abſolutely. 
neceſlary to preſerve Life; but ſo it was in 
Fact. 


Still, however, one Difficulty remained, ö 


and that was how to get out of the Houſe to 
gratify my Appetite, There was in the 
Neighbourhood a Chapel in which I had, 
never been, though my Soul deſired it when 


ever 


The Impoſſibility of getting it, I believe, 
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ever I heard the Bell ring for divine Ser- 
vice. I had yielded to a \ ſingle Denial, nor 
dared, to repeat my. Requeſt, till a ſenſual 
Pleaſure,”.,co:operating , with. the mental, 
forced me to become importunate, and I 
gained the Conſent of my Huſband to go 
twice a Weck to Church. I changedö a 
Guinea, aud filled my Pocket with Fruit. 
Thus 1 procceded for ſeveral Weeks, till 
too much Gratification cauſed Satiety, and 


I began to look with Deſire at a Paſtry- 


cbok's Shop. There I bought what pleaſed 
me moſt, and had a Repaſt every Day when 
Eretired: from Dinner; for I was not ſuf - 
fered to continue at Table after I had done 


eating. I enjoyed, beſides, this, a Pleaſure 


chat contributed to my Health; for, as the 


Chapel ſtood very near the Fields, I gene- 


rally took a Turn of half an Hour, or more, 
and returned very much refreſned, and at 
ohh firſt 


Max fANur METO. 16; 
firſt a little fatigued; but, By Degrees, I 
came to bear an 'Hour's Walk without be- 
ing tired. My Spirits and Appetite were 
benefited by theſe Excurſions; but they 
continued only a few Months; for, as I was 
changing my ſecond Guinea, Dubois came 
by the Paſtry-cook's, and caught me doing 
it, 1f-I had been detected in the Act of 
dealing a Guinea, the Shock could not have 
been more ſenſibly felt. With Fury in his 
Countenance he ordered me home: I fol- 
lowed" him, trembling like a Ctiminal. A 
poor old Woman, to whom I always gave 
ſomething, accoſted me with Bleſſings, but 
I durſt not anſwer her. She followed us, 
expecting ſomething at the Door, where he 
turned back and curſed her; then, point- 
ing to the Stairs, ſhut the Door, and went 
down into the Kitchen. I had not the Pre- 


ſence of Mind to hide the Remainder of my 
Sold, 


x uſe of for ſome Minutes ; till commanding 


| had ated wrong in concealing the Money, 


4? 
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Gold, or I might have done it ſafely, and 

by eluding his Search, kept it for my future 

Comfort. | 
He came up with 1 old Was, who 


* 0 » 


wis proteſting that ſhe did not lend it me. 


He began. with calling me impudent Strum- 
pet, and demanded peremptorily to know 
where I had the Guinea: I underſtood his 


Meaning, and owned the receiving ten. 


This changed the Nature of his Accuſation, 


though his Rage did not ſubſide. A Cheat, 
2 Thief, a cunning deceitful Wretch, or a 


fouler Name, were the only Words he made 


me to give him all the Money, he left the 
Room, ſwearing I ſhould never ſtir out of 
Doors more, I ſhed no Tears; for I was 
ſtupefied with Grief, and began to think. 1 


- 
__ 
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notwithſtanding it was given me with that 
latent. | BS, 

I was confined about a Month, and not 
ſuffered to go down. to Dinner. Our pretty 
Siſter was recovered of her Lying-in, and I 
underſtood that ſhe was ſometimes in the 
Houſe. One Evening ſhe came up and 


fetched me down, and ſolicited Dubois to 
let me go to Church as uſual. He conſent- | 


ed, and I went a few Times; but the Wea- 
ther growing extremely cold, I could not 
bear. it, becauſe I had only a Summer Cloak. 
This confined me the whole Winter, which, 
together with the Uneaſineſs of my Mind, 
began to impair my Health, 

As my Death would have diſappointed 
my Huſband in his mercenary Views, he 


began to take ſome Notice of me, and once 
aſked me what I choſe for Dinner? Every 
thing was become indifferent to me; for 1 
had 


| 
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Had quite loft my Appetite. This alarmed 


him, and he brought a French Quack to 
my Relief, who forced me to take a large 
Quantity of Drugs, but they proved in- 
effectual. 1 declined daily: The Spring 
Was now advancing; and it was thought 
proper to ſend me into the Country for the 
Benefit of the Air. 

About a Mile from us there lived a Gar- 
dener, who was known to the old Woman. 
To his Houſe I was carried, and the Peo- 
ple deſired to uſe me well, and divert me; 
vhich they did ſo effeQually, that my Mind 
recovered ſome Degree of Tranquility. 
Dubois and our ny Siſter came often to 

When I had been here about ſix Weeks, 
the Gentleman Who had brought us the 


that he had enquired for me at the ſame 


yy | Houſe, 


Money before came to me: He told me, 


my — ern 388 —— *** 
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Houſe, where one of the Lodgers directed 
him to me; but he had not ſeen my Huſ- 
band: He brought ſixty Pounds in Gold, 
enquired concerning my Huſband's Beha- 
viour, of which, he ſaid, he had heard a 
very indifferent Account. I was aſhamed 


to acknowledge any Part of the Charge, 
and vindicated him, but in ſo conſcious a 


Manner, that I invalidated my own Words. 

He ſhook his Head, and looking compaſ- 
ſionately at me, forced Tears into my Eyes. 

He obſerved it, and ſaid, If I was inclined 

to leave myHuſband, my Father would dou- 

ble the Sum he now allowed us. I anſwered, 

I had no Intention nor Deſire to do it. He 

gave me a Direction where to write to him 

in any Emergency, and left me highly, 
pleaſed with the Money; : for till now I did 

not underſtand that my Father aeg to 
repeat his Gift every Year. 
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It was Evening when he brought it, 
and too late for me to ſet out ſor London 


and return; but early in the Morning 


1 role, and went out without ſeeing 
any one of the Family. I flew with Preci- 
pitate Joy to acquaint my Huſband with 
the good News, and was determined not to 
appropriate one Shilling of the Money to 


my own Uſe. 


When I came near the Houſe, I Fan the 
old Woman's Daughter come out, and pull 


| the Door cloſe after her, but not force it to 


lock : She did not ſee me; I went gently 

up Stairs : My Heart fluttered with Joy 
when I: reflected on the agreeable Surprize 
that my Preſence upon this Occaſion would 
give the Man who was Kill very dear to me. 


1 opened the Door, and entered the Room, 
25 where the firſt T hing 1 obſerved was 2 
Gen hanging upon a Chair, made of the 
very Suit of Cloaths that I appeared in at 


my 
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my Siſter's Wedding, My Heart now 
fluttered, or rather throbbed, with a very 
different Emotion ; yet I forbore making 
any Noiſe, and gently opening the Window 
Shutter, ſaw my perfidious Huſband in Bed 
with our pretty Siſter as I uſed to call her. 
1 ſtood immoveable ſome Minutes, irreſolute 
what Meaſure to purſue. 
= ns firſt 1 thought of waking ni with 
Upbraidings, but turning my Head towards 
a Table, I ſaw my Grandmothet's Ring, 
and my own Watch : I was "tempted to ſeize 
them, and make my Eſcape : I ttembled 
very much, bu not withſtanding that 1 
crept ſoftly down Stairs, and leaving the 
Door open, got into the Street, where 1 4 
a Hackney-Coach ſtand : I beckoned to the 
Coachman, for I could not call: he and, 


and helped me in, then aſked me where he 
mut drive to. I ſtrove to recolle& my di- 
I 2 ſtracted 
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ſtracted Senſes, and bid him arive towards 
- the Place where the Gardener lived; but 
did not give bim a Direction to the Houſe. 
This was not the Effect of Conſideration; ; 
I was not yet capable of that, nor indeed of 
particularizing the Houſe, for it ſtood alone. 
By the Way I had Time to reflect, and 
came to a Reſolution of concealing the Mo- 
ney, and eloping with it. I diſcharged the 
Coach at ſome Diſtance from the Houſe, 
and with great Difficulty got home. | 
The family were going to Breakfaſt, and 
1 met a Girl going into the Garden to call 
me; for] uſually walked there every Morn- 
ing. I told them that I was taken very ill 
in the Night, and had been walking to fee 
" the Air would recover me, which had 
been of no Service. Idrank ſome Tea, for 
my Heart was parched with Heat, and then 
deſired that I might go to Bed. The Peo- 
ple 


: 
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ple were frightened at my Appearance, for 1 
looked wild and diſtracted. The Wife ad- 
viſed to ſend immediately to Town for Da- 
bois and a Doctor; but I objected to it, 
ſaying, Reſt would relieve me, for I had 


had not flept all the whole Night. I went 


0 Bed, and deſired them not to diſturb me; 
there I examined my Heart, -and found my 


ungrateful Huſband become obnoxious to 
me; my Love was quite extinguiſhed, yet the 
Agitation I had undergone occaſioned a flight 


Fever, which confined me in Bed that Day, 


but the next Morning I was tolerably reco- 
vered : Nevertheleſs, I was ſtill undeter- 
mined what Courſe to purſue, and was fluc- 
tuating with Irreſolution, when the Gar- 
dener returned from London, where he had 
been to Market. N 
He had called to acquaint Dubois with 
my Ilineſs, and told me, that the whole 

I 3 Houſe 
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Houſe was in Confuſion, for my Huſband 
had been robbed by one of the Lodgers, 
who was in Cuftody for it. This ſhocked 
me extremely, and I immediately reſolved 
ta go and confeſs what I had done; but an 


Hour's Reflection, which the Hurry of my 
Spirits forced me into (for-my Nerves were 


rclaxed,and my wholeFrame debilitated)gave 
me Time to anticipate the horrid Situation 
I muſt for ever aſter be ſubjected to. My 
pretty Siſter was loſt, my only Friend was 
gone; for I had conſidered her in that 
Light, and loved her next to Dubois. At 
laſt I fixed upon Writing, which I did, and 
then left the Houle, telling the People not 
to expect me home that Night. I ſent the 
Letter in which I confeſſed the Theft, and 
my Reaſons ſor abſconding: I had before 


+ reſolved to apply to the good Gentleman 


who had been ſent by my Father, and was 
* | that 
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that very Mr. Lee of Chancery-lane, who has 
ſince proved ſo friendly to me, I took a 
Coach and drove to his Houſe, but found 
to my. great Diſappointment, that he, with 
Mrs. Lee and their Son, were gone that 


night, | 

I ſat in the Coach deliberating what to do, 
which the Man obſerving, ſaid, If I wanted 
a Lodging, he had a little clean Houle near 


Gray's. Inn. lane, and a Room to let ready 


furniſhed ; adding, that his Wife was a 
ſober houſewiſely Woman, and Nobody 
need be aſnamed of lodging with her. This 
Propoſal was very acceptable to me, and 1 
found the Houſe and Woman juſt what he 


had deſcribed, and went to Bed that Night 
fully reſolved to conceal myſelf there till Mr. 
Lee's Return. I ſlept but little till towards 


Morning, which made me lie very late. 


I 4 The 


Morning into the Country for a Fort- 
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The Woman came ſoftly into the Room to 
ſee if I was well; ſhe did not ſpeak, but in 
ſhutting the Door waked me: I roſe di- 
rectly, and went down Stairs; but before 


+ had reached the Bottom of them, the 
Coachman came into the Paſſage : He did 


not ſee me, though I ſaw him, and heard him 
lay in ſeeming Emotion, Whereis the young 
Woman ? His Wife anſwered, Faſt aſleep 
in Bed; I have been in the Room not five 
Minutes ago; for I thought ſhe might be 
ſick, becauſe it is almoſt Eleven o' Clock. 
Well, well, let her lie, the Man replied, as 


long as ſhe will; and, if ſhe comes down, 


be ſure to keep her in the Houſe. Why, 


he's married, for all ſhe looks ſo young and 
innocent, and is run away from her Huſ- 


band, and carried off ſeveral Things of Va- 
lue: 1 ſhall get ten Guineas by the Job; 
for I'll go this Minute to the Place where 

the 
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the Money is to be paid, and inform of her. 


The Woman clapped her Hands for Joy, 


and cried, Then I'll have a new Gown and 
Tea-kettle. This was all that paſſed: I 


ſtood trembling, and had not Power to ſtir 


till the Man was gone out, 
The Woman immediately followed him, 


ſaying to a little Girl, I am but going to the 


Red- lion to look at the News-paper ; if the 


young Woman comes down, tell her 1 


won't ſtay, and make the Water boil for her 


Breakfaſt. I was glad of this Opportunity; 


I ſtepp*d gently up Stairs, put my Cloak on, 
and came down; opened the Door into the 
Street, and looked for the Red. lion: I took 


the contrary Way, and turned into a narrow 
Court: It was pretty long; and, as I walked 
deliberately through it, conſidering what to 
do, I ſaw an old Woman ſtand at the Door 
of a poor Shop where ſome ſecond-hand 


Gowns 
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Gowns hung out for Sale. I went in, and 
ordered her to take down a brown Camblet 
one and a ſcarlet Cloak, with a black Bon- 
net and check Apron. I gave her what 
ſhe aſked for them : 1 put off my white 
Gown, and a blue Silk Cloak and Hat, 
The Woman ſtared at me . but I told her, 
(to prevent Suſpicion) that I was going to 
be hired for a Servant, and my Things were 
too fine. F 
She took me to change my Dreſs. into a 
miſerable dark Cloſet, which ſhe called her 
Parlour. I ſat down in my new Character, 
and really wiſhed for a Place ſuitable to it. 
My Goid, my Ring, and Watch, contri- 
buting nothing towards relieving my pre- 
ſent Want: Concealment was all in this Ex- 
igence; I once thought of ſtaying where I 
Was, and bribing the Woman to Secreſy; 


but then, if Dubais outbid me, ſhe was 
poor, 


— 
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poor, and, beſides that, might think it was 
doing Juſtice to reſtore a reprobate Wife to 
a diſconſalate Huſband, as he called himſelf 
in the Adyertiſement. 

J fat in a miſerable Suſpence, till the 
compaſſionate Woman ſaid, I am ſure, 


Miſs, you are not going to be a Servant; I 
believe you Are under ſome Misfortune, 
can I aſliſt you ? Iam reduced i in the World; 


but, I thank God, I have neither loſt my 
Honeſty-nor Humanity, 

Theſe Words ſounded like the Voice of 
an Angel in my Ears: I ſhed a Deluge of 
Tears, and ſhe had the Senſe not to offer 
Comfort till ſhe ſaw them abate; but had 
in the mean time blowed up a little Fire, ſet - 
her Tea- kettle on, and Ace half a Pint of 
Wine. 

When a Calm ſucceeded the  Violngs, of 
my Grief, ſhe gave me a Glaſs of Wins, 


not 
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not a ſmall one; for I ſoon felt the Effects 
of it, having been uſed only to drink Small- 
deer or Water. After that ſhe made Tea; 
my Spirits were revived, and I was capable 
of recollecting that a Removal was neceſ- 
ſary. I wanted a Friend; but alas! I never 
had one, nor even ſo much as an Acquaint- 
ance: yet I remembered a Gardener's Wife, 
who was Siſter to my Mother's Houſe- 
keeper, and uſed to come often to our 


_  . Fouſe, and take more Notice of me than 


either Servants or Trades-people ever did. 
I had been at her Houſe twice; it was over 
| the River; but I did not know how to give 
a Direction to it. 
I had told Dubois of this Woman, and, 
when I wanted Country Lodgings, would 
have gone to her; but he objected to it. 
Thither I reſolved to go; and being told 
| by the good old Woman that any Water 
. man 
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man that went up the River would carry me 


to the neareſt Stairs, and direct me to her; 
for all the Gardeners were known to them. 
I took my Leave of her, giving her my 
white Gown, Cloak, and Hat, and promi- 
ſing, when the Difficulties I now laboured 
under were at an End, ſhe L hear from 
me. 

My Diſguiſe in ſome Meaſure abated my 
Anxiety, and I met with a civil Waterman, 
who knew Mrs. Greentree the Gardener (the 
Perſon I wanted) very well. When we 
landed, I took all my Money out of my 


Pocket (for I had no Purſe) to look for the 


only Shilling that was left of a Guinea I had 
changed. So much Gold in the Poſſeſſion 
of a ſimple Girl as I appeared to be, was a 
Temptation too ſtrong for the Man's Ho- 
neſty to withſtand. Iwas certainly to blame z 


but my Imprudence — from my 


Innocence : 
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Innocence: I have been ſince careful to 
avoid lay ing a Temptation in the Way, even 
of thoſe of whoſe Integrity I had the higheſt 


Opinion. This is Digreſſion; but as I 


have made it, I'll end this Volume with it, 


and begin the next with ſome unexpected 


Incidents. 


mY 


' The End of ihe F 7 Vox uvux. 
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